
Over 50,000 Arkansas Students 
Grades K-6 Voted For Their 

Favorite Book In The 
2017-2018 School Year! 

Please Join The Group In 
2018-2019



The first Charlie May Simon overview prepared for presentation at the 
first workshop given at all fifteen Arkansas Educational Cooperatives.

The first Arkansas Diamond Primary Award Books overview prepared for presentation at the 
first workshop given at all fifteen Arkansas Educational Cooperatives.



[1] 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

ARKANSAS DIAMOND PRIMARY BOOK AWARD LIST (K-3) 
2018-2019 (Sixteen Titles) 

 
Author Title 
Jenson Elliott, Cindy Antsy Ansel:  Ansel Adams, a Life in Nature ................................. 2 
Kooser, Ted The Bell in the Bridge ..................................................................... 3 
Cronin, Doreen Bloom .............................................................................................. 4 
McCully, Emily Arnold Clara:  The (Mostly) True Story of the Rhinoceros Who 
   Dazzled Kings ............................................................................... 5 
Jenkins, Steve & Robin Page Flying Frogs and Walking Fish ....................................................... 6 
Edwards, Michelle A Hat for Mrs. Goldman:  A Story About Knitting and Love ........ 7 
Vernick, Audrey The Kid from Diamond Street ......................................................... 8 
Papp, Lisa Madeline Finn and the Library Dog ................................................ 9 
Polacco, Patricia The Mermaid’s Purse ...................................................................... 10 
Kleber, Dori More-igami ...................................................................................... 11 
Watts, Keri A Piece of Home ............................................................................. 12 
Miller, Pat Zietlow The Quickest Kid in Clarksville ...................................................... 13 
Uhlberg, Myron The Sound of All Things ................................................................. 14 
Hopkinson, Deborah Steamboat School ............................................................................ 15 
Verde, Susan The Water Princess .......................................................................... 16 
Barton, Chris Whoosh!  Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of .................. 17 
   Inventions 
Arkansas Diamond Primary Award Past Winners and Overview Schedule .......................................... 18 
 

CHARLIE MAY SIMON CHILDREN’S BOOK AWARD LIST (4-6) 
2018-2019 (Sixteen Titles) 

 
Author Title 
Hopkinson, Deborah A Bandit’s Tale:  The Muddled Misadventures of a 
   Pickpocket ..................................................................................... 19 
Connor, Leslie All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook ...................................... 20 
Conklin, Melanie Counting Thyme .............................................................................. 21 
Shoulders, Michael Crossing the Deadline:  Stephen’s Journey Through the 
   Civil War ....................................................................................... 22 
Holm, Jennifer L. Full of Beans ................................................................................... 23 
Grimes, Nikki Garvey’s Choice .............................................................................. 24 
Beasley, Kate Gertie’s Leap to Greatness .............................................................. 25 
Giff, Patricia Reilly Jubilee .............................................................................................. 26 
Sepahban, Lois Paper Wishes ................................................................................... 27 
DiCamillo, Kate Raymie Nightingale ......................................................................... 28 
Kelly, Jacqueline Skunked!  Calpurnia Tate, Girl Vet, Vol I ...................................... 29 
Bauer, Joan Soar .................................................................................................. 30 
Gemeinhart, Dan Some Kind of Courage .................................................................... 31 
Condie, Ally Summerlost ...................................................................................... 32 
O’Connor, Barbara Wish ................................................................................................ 33 
Mills, Claudia Write This Down ............................................................................. 34 
Past Charlie May Simon Book Award Winners ..................................................................................... 35 



[2] 
 

Antsy Ansel:  Ansel Adams, a Life in Nature 
 

Written by Cindy Jenson-Elliott 
Illustrated by Christy Hale 

 
Nonfiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Publishers Weekly; School Library 
Journal. 
Main Characters:  Ansel Adams; Father; Mother; Aunt. 
 
Ansel was a very energetic boy.  He noticed everything and 
was always interested in exploring nature and new ideas.  His 
favorite place to be was out-of-doors.  The family lived near 
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. At age 4, the great 
earthquake hit San Francisco, knocked him out of a chair and 
broke his nose. 
 
His environment was enriched by the arts and other family 

interests. Traditional schooling was difficult so the father, knowing that Ansel would be 
happier exploring the out-of-doors than having to sit in a classroom, decided to home school 
him at age 13, and provided a rich learning environment  He learned to play the piano, learned 
French, ancient Greek, and algebra but loved being outside catching insects and exploring. 
Learning from all his adventures. 
 
At age 14, he was given a book about Yosemite Valley that further developed his love of the 
out-of-doors.  He especially loved the light and the roar of the water.  His parents gave him a 
camera and his pictures became a journal.  He married Virginia Best and they opened a studio.  
Ansel continued to explore the out-of-doors gaining popularity as one of the greatest 
American photographers ever. 
 
About the Author:  Author Cindy Jenson-Elliott lives in So. California with her family and 
teaches science and writing in schools. 
 
About the Illustrator:   Christy Hale drew pictures from an early age.  She grew up in 
Portland, Oregon.  Later she moved to northern California and continues drawing and 
teaching. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 189323 – Reading Level 3.6 – Points 0.5.  
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The Bell in the Bridge 
 

Written by Ted Kooser 
Illustrated by Barry Root 

 
 
Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Publisher’s 
Weekly 
Main Characters:  Charlie; Grandmother; 
Charlie’s Mother and Father 
   
About the Story:  While visiting his 
grandparents on the farm during summer 
vacation, Charlie spent his time playing with 
turtles and tadpoles in a nearby stream that 
flowed under a bridge.  He found a large rock 
and threw it against the bridge railing 
creating a loud noise.  The sound went down 
the valley and returned with a faint and very 
distant BONG.  He thought it was an echo.  
One day Charlie heard a different sound 
when the echo came back.  He told his 

grandmother and she said it was probably an echo.  Every day he went back to the 
bridge and hit the railing with his special rock and the loud “Bong” would come 
rolling back up the valley.  He continued to fish in the stream, enjoying whacking 
weeds, and hitting the rock against the bridge.  When his parents arrived to take him 
home, Charlie asked his mother to accompany him to the bridge.  He told her, “I’m 
going to give the bridge a bong, and sometimes you can hear the echo, and sometimes 
you can hear another bong from far away.”  He bonged the bridge and his mother said, 
“That’s really loud!”  There was no return sound.  As the family began their return trip 
home, Charlie asked his father to stop at the next bridge along the stream.  When he 
stopped, Charlie jumped out, ran onto the bridge and a stone was lying on the railing.  
He saw footprints, smaller than his, but saw no one so he put the stone back.  As they 
went on their way, a boy about Charlie’s age walked upon the bridge.  
 
About the Author:  Ted Kooser, U.S. Poet Laureate for two terms is a Presidential 
Professor at the University of Nebraska and teaches poetry.  
 
About the Illustrator:    After graduating from art school and working for magazines, 
Barry Root recognized that storytelling with pictures is what he enjoyed most.  He 
lives in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
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Bloom 
 

Written by Doreen Cronin 
Illustrated by David Small 

 
Fiction. 
Reviews:  SLJ Starred Review; ALA Booklist; 
Horn Book. 
Main Characters:  Bloom (a fairy); King; Queen; 
Genevieve (castle worker). 
 
About the Story:  The king and queen liked 
Bloom because she repaired the glass castle and 
made it shiny.  However, they did not like the fact 
that she left mud on the floor and she had dirt 
between her teeth and beetles lived in her wings.  
Disheartened and sad, Bloom left the kingdom and 
lived in the forest. The castle was broken and 
falling apart with no one to make proper repairs.  
The queen and king decided the king would go into 

the deep forest and find Bloom.  She gave him a bucket of mud when he found her, but 
the king bellowed “How dare you!” and he rode away.  The queen decided she would 
approach the fairy but the results were the same when she found Bloom. The king and 
queen decided to send Genevieve, the fairy who only cared for the queen’s sugar 
spoon, into the woods.  She not only found Bloom but they became friends and Bloom 
taught her how to make bricks of mud by mixing straw and sand with water.  Then 
they worked together and built a sturdy house.  They celebrated together and shouted, 
“I can’t believe what we’ve done!”  Genevieve knew the queen and king would not 
believe her when told of her accomplishments because she was ordinary.  Bloom said 
“Tell them there is no such thing as an ordinary girl.” She returned to the kingdom, 
with caked mud on her feet, dirt between her teeth, and beetles in her hair, shouting, “I 
am here!”  Then the ordinary girl rebuilt a kingdom. 
 
About the Author:  Doreen Cronin grew up in Merrick, New York, with a police 
officer father who was very, very funny.  She wanted to be a police officer but later 
decided she was not brave enough.  Her first grade teacher told her that she was a 
writer.  She loved writing but she loved the library more.  Doreen graduated from 
Pennsylvania State University in 1988 and St. John’s Law School in 1998.  She 
practiced law for a few years but later decided to become a full time writer. 
 
About the Illustrator:  After studying art at Wayne State University and Yale, David 
Small, taught at various universities.  His illustrations won him a Caldecott Medal in 
2001 and a Caldecott Honor in 1997.  Several of his drawings have appeared in various 
well known magazines.  David lives with his wife, writer Sarah Stewart, in Michigan.  
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182016 – Reading Level 4.2 – Points 0.5. 
Lexile 720L. 
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Clara 
The (Mostly) True Story of the Rhinoceros Who Dazzled Kings, Inspired Artists, and 

Won the Hearts of Everyone…While She Ate Her Way Up and Down a Continent 
 

Written and Illustrated by Emily Arnold McCully 
 

Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist Starred; Horn Book; 
Publishers Weekly; School Library Journal. 
Main Characters:  Clara (Rhinoceros); Dutch 
Captain Van der Meer (Clara’s owner); Various 
kings and queens.   
 
About the Story:  Clara, loved to eat.  She 
would not eat meat, but she loved straw, grass, 
etc.  Captain Van der Meer did not know how 
much she would eat when he first met and fell in 
love with her.  Knowing how lonely he was 
during the time at sea, he thought she would be 

great company.  He made an offer, and the owner accepted.  Clara was put aboard Van 
der Meer’s ship and soon established friendships with the crew while traveling from 
Calcutta, India, to her new home in Rotterdam, Holland.  Van der Meer quickly 
learned that feeding Clara would be costly and wondered how he would have the 
resources to feed her.  Before they reached home in Rotterdam, he made a plan to take 
her on a tour and charge people to look at her, and an additional fee to touch her lips.  
They traveled by ship when possible, but also by horse-drawn wagon.  The Captain 
loved Clara but was always concerned about having the money to find the right kind of 
food for her.  She gained 20 pounds a day and her horn continued to grow.  Arriving at 
the Palace of Versailles, the king wanted to buy her but thought the price of 100,000 
gold pieces was too much.  The king thought she should be a gift so Clara went home 
with the Captain.  She lost her horn but people did not care.  They still continued to 
pay to meet her.  Her new horn was bigger than the first one.  During the seventeen 
years together, Clara grew weaker but the Captain loved her and continued to take care 
of her until she died. 
 
About the Author/Illustrator:  Ms. McCully grew up in Long Island, New York and 
started reading and drawing when 3-4 years old.  She wrote plays and stories with her 
sister while playing outside building forts.  During college, she acted in a lot of plays 
and continued writing plays.  After college, she worked at an advertising agency.  She 
began to submit her drawings to prospective employers and began working with book 
publishers and advertising agencies.  Ms. McCully said, “I love drawing funny animals 
(and people), stories about brave girls, and historical subjects that shed a new light on 
the past.  I never dreamed that I would be a children’s book author when I was young – 
but it turns out that I was preparing myself to be just that all along.”  
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182418 – Reading Level 4.9 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69017 – Reading Level 4.5 – Points 3.0. 
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Flying Frogs and Walking Fish 
Leaping Lemurs, Tumbling Toads, Jet-Propelled Jellyfish, and More  

Surprising Ways That Animals Move 
 

Written and Illustrated by Steve Jenkins and Robin Page 
 

Nonfiction. 
Reviews:  SLJ Starred; Publishers Weekly; 
Horn Book; ALA Booklist. 
Main Characters:  Too many animals to 
list.  Some live on land and some live in the 
water. 
 
About the Story:  Creatures living in water 
and on land are beautifully presented using 
colorful illustrations and well-written text.  
 
Seven ways of moving are cataloged in the 
back of the book.  They are: 
 Walking Climbing 
 Leaping           Flying 
 Swimming      Rolling 

                            Jetting 
 

  Taken from the book - An example of a walking animal:  A red kangaroo can stand 
  five feet (1 ½) meters tall and weigh 200 pounds (91 kilograms).  It inhabits the deserts    
  and grasslands of Australia.  Kangaroos cannot move their back legs independently, so  
  they either hop on two legs or walk using four legs and their tail. 

 
This book, written by a wife and husband team, will be enjoyed by K-3 students but 
can also be enjoyed by students in higher grades.  Science teachers will find this book 
a supplement to their lessons and valuable as a research tool. 
 
About the Author and Ilustrator:  Steve Jenkins grew up in several different states 
but always had a collection of pets.  He thought he would be a scientist but went to art 
school instead. He and his wife, Robin Page, have written other books together.  They 
live in Boulder, Colorado. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 180478 – Reading Level 5.0 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q67292 – Reading Level 6.2 – Points 3.0. 
Lexile 900L.  
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A Hat for Mrs. Goldman 
 

Written by Michelle Edwards 
Illustrated by G. Brian Karas 

 
Fiction. 
Reviews:  Publishers Weekly; School Library Journal Starred; 
ALA Booklist Starred. 
Main Characters:  Sophia; Mrs. Goldman (Neighbor);Fifi 
(Mrs. Goldman’s dog).  
 
About the Story:  Mrs. Goldman, Sophia’s next door 
neighbor, gifted Sophia with a tiny wool hat when she was a 
tiny baby.  Now, Sophia is older and she makes the pom-poms 
for the hats Mrs. Goldman knits for friends and neighbors.  
Mrs. Goldman said, “Keeping keppies warm is our Mitzvah,” 
as she put a new hat on Sophie’s head.  She also said, “This is 
your keppie, and a mitzvah is a good deed.”  Sophia likes to 
walk with Mrs. Goldman and her dog, Fifi.  Fifi is dressed in a 
dinosaur sweater, while Sophie wears a matching set of fuzzy 
mittens and a hat.  She notices Mrs. Goldman is not wearing a 
hat and knows that she must be cold.  Sophia asks, “Where is 

your hat?”  “I gave it to Mrs. Chen,” she replies.  Sophia knows Mrs. Goldman needs a hat but she 
only makes pom-poms because she has not learned how to knit.  She decides she must knit a hat so 
she practiced and practiced until she learned how to knit.  Knitting stitch by stitch and row by row, 
she finishes the hat but she is very disappointed because it looks like a monster hat and it would scare 
Fifi, if Mrs. Goldman wears it.  Sophia realizes she can take the many pop-poms she has made and 
make a hat for Mrs. Goldman.  When she presents the hat to her, Mrs. Goldman asks, “For me?”  “Of 
course it is!: Sophia replies.  Mrs. Goldman hugs her and cries.  “Don’t you like it,” Sophia asks.  She 
replies, “I more than like it, I love it.”  She kisses Sophia on top of her keppie.  They count the twenty 
pop-poms and then they walk Fifi. 
 
About the Author:  Michelle Edwards grew up in Troy, New York, and now lives in Iowa City, 
Iowa, with her husband and three daughters.  The house is full of books, yarn, and the artifacts of the 
three daughter’s childhoods.  She says, “In my spare time, I enjoy talking about my books, writing, 
illustrating, and on occasion, knitting.” 
 
About the Illustrator:  Quoting G. Brian Karas, “I learned early on that I wanted to be a children’s 
book illustrator.”  Continuing, “I loved to read and this seemed a perfect fit to me.  Once that idea 
took hold I didn’t let go.”  He likes it when his work makes people laugh, cry, think, and feel.   
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 185082 – Reading Level 2.7 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q67292 – Reading Level 6.2 – Points 3.0. 
Lexile 900L. 
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The Kid From Diamond Street 
The Extraordinary Story of Baseball Legend Edith Houghton 

 
Written by Audrey Vernick 

Illustrated by Steven Salerno 
 
Biography. 
Reviews:  ALA; Horn Book; School Library Journal 
Main Characters: Edith Houghton; Family members; 
Various team members.  
 
About the Story:  Quoting page one:  Edith Houghton used 
to say, “I guess I was born with a baseball in my hand,” and if 
you’d seen little Edith playing in the 1920’s, you’d probably 
have believed it.  She was magic on the field.  This book tells 
the story of the youngest and most famous woman who ever 
played professional baseball, even with men.  Born in 
Philadelphia in 1912 the youngest of ten children, Edith 
always had brothers and sisters, along with a lot of neighbors, 

to play a game of ball.  There was no Little League, just neighbor children enjoying and 
loving the game of baseball.  At age 10, Edith heard that the Philadelphia Bobbies, an all-
female baseball team, would be holding tryouts at Fairmont Park.  She was such a good 
player, she made the team.  The team uniform was so big, she had to use safety pens and a belt 
to keep her pants up and her hat on her head. Being the only female team throughout 
Pennsylvania, the team had to do a lot of traveling.  In 1935 the team traveled to Japan to play 
against mostly college age men.  At age 13, she said “I didn’t care who I was playing as long 
as we were playing.”  They traveled by bus and train to Seattle, where they got new uniforms, 
boarded the ship President Jefferson, and headed to Japan.  Edith was very seasick.  Gradually 
she felt better and even taught others to dance the Charleston.  In Japan, the other players were 
afraid they might hurt such a small girl when throwing her the ball.  Playing the shortstop 
position, it was important that the pitcher and catcher know she could handle any ball thrown 
her way.  It took only one game to convince the other players that Edith could do what was 
needed.  The team stayed for two months playing in several different cities to sold out crowds 
every time. Returning home, Edith continued to play baseball when possible.  Later in life she 
was hired as a Major League Scout by the Philadelphia Phillies.  She was honored by the 
Baseball Hall of Fame and other organizations before passing in 2013 at the age of 101.  
 
About the Author:  Audrey Vernick grew up in New York loving to read but she did not like 
to write until college.  She has published short stories for adults as well as writing for and 
speaking to young children.  She lives near the ocean in New Jersey with her family. 
 
About the Illustrator:  To date Steven Salerno has illustrated twenty-five popular picture 
books for children, as well as illustrations for national and international clients.  He is a 
graduate of Parsons School of Design in New York City and lives in Manhattan. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz 180478 – Reading Level 5.0 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q67051 – Reading Level 4.7 – Points 2.0.  
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Madeline Finn and the Library Dog 
 

Written and Illustrated by Lisa Papp 
2017 Children’s Choice Book Award 

 
Fiction. 
Reviews:  School Library Journal; ALA Booklist; 
Publishers Weekly 
Main Characters:  Madeline Finn; Mom; 
Classroom teacher; Mrs. Dimple (Librarian); 
Bonnie (Library Dog); Classmates. 
 
About the Story:  Madeline does not like to 
read!  Not books.  Not magazines.  Not even the 
menu on the ice cream truck.  School is especially 
hard for Madeline because the teacher asks 
everyone to read aloud.  Madeline has difficulty 
figuring out the words so she makes mistakes and 
the children laugh at her.  She said, “Sometimes 
the sentences get stuck in my mouth like peanut 

butter.”  But worst of all – she never gets a star sticker for reading aloud like her 
classmates.  She doesn’t even get a smiley face.  Instead, she gets a heart sticker that 
says Keep Trying.  She gets a lot of Keep Trying stickers but she really wants a star.    
Stars are for good readers, for understanding words, and for saying them out loud.  
She also knows that stars are for making wishes, so that night she makes a wish on a 
star in the sky that she will get a star sticker at school.  She was disappointed because 
she did not get her wish on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.  On 
Saturday her mother says they will go to the library.  Madeline is not very happy but 
her mother says there will be something special at the library; “something you might 
enjoy.”   
 
About the Author and Illustrator:  Lisa Papp loves telling stories…whether in 
words or pictures.  She loves to read biographies.  She says, “Every life is worthy of a 
story.  Every one.  Be it a flower bud, the barn mouse, or the King of Kalamazoo.”  
She lives in eastern Pennsylvania with her husband and three wildly creative cats. 
 
Accelerated Reader: Quiz No. 182948 – Reading Level 2.3 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69494 – Reading Level 1.2 – Points 1.0. 
Lexile  AD520L. 
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The Mermaid’s Purse 
 

Written and Illustrated by Patricia Polocco 
 

 
Historical Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; School Library Journal 
Main Characters:  Estella (Stella); Father; Fred 
Barber (Moon Eyes); Mr. Dunkle (Neighbor). 
 
About the Story:  In Locke Center, Michigan, The 
midwife exclaims, “And look here.”   “She’s born in 
a Mermaid’s Purse!” “God’s blessing and gifts will 
fall upon this child like spring rain.” Stella walked 
and talked at an early age but what she really loved 
was being read to at night.  She taught herself to read 
and from that time on she always had a book and 
was reading.  She bought books wherever she could 
find them.  One day the neighbors showed up and 
along with her father, built her a library.  She said, “I’m calling this building the Mermaid’s 
Purse.  I was born in one, and it blessed my life, just like these books do.”  The next day she 
loaded the cart and started passing out books.  She was welcomed at each house.  One day a 
farmer came into the farmyard yelling, “There’s something wrong with my sheep.”  Stella 
pulled out one of her books and diagnosed the problem.  The sheep were treated and they soon 
started walking and eating.  While walking through the woods, she came upon a group of boys 
swimming in a pond.  She saw lightning and heard thunder and told the boys to get out of the 
water.  Moon Eyes Fred refused.  There was a flash of light and Fred went under the water.  
Stella jumped in, dragged him onto the bank and started breathing into his mouth.  Suddenly 
Fred started coughing up pond water.  This was the beginning of a great relationship. Stella 
realized a bad storm was coming so she led her eight brothers and sisters along with their 
parents, to the storm cellar.  When they came out their house, the trees, everything, had been 
damaged or destroyed, including the library. The family had to live with relatives.  Stella was 
so sad the only person she would talk to was Fred Barber.  One day her father loaded the 
whole family into the wagon saying there is something I want you to see.  Mermaid’s Purse 
had been rebuilt.  Horse drawn wagons filled with books arrived and Stella had a library again. 
 
About the Author/Illustrator:  At age five, Patricia Polocco moved to Oakland, CA where 
she lived until she moved back to Union City, Michigan.  She didn’t start writing children’s 
books until she was 41 years old. 
   
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 186704 – Reading Level 4.3 – Points 0.5. 

  Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q72421 – Reading Level 4.6 – Points 3.0. 
Lexile NC750L. 
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More-igami 
 

Written by Dori Kleber 
Illustrated by G. Brian Karas 

 
 

Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Horn Book; 
Publishers Weekly; School Library Journal 
Main Characters:  Joey; Sarah Takimoto 
(Classmate); Mom; Mr. Lopez (Restaurant 
owner) 
Location:  Home, school and Muy Mexicana 
restaurant.  
 
About the Story:  Joey loved folded things: 
paper road maps, an accordion, foldaway bed.  
Sarah’s mother visited his classroom one day 
and demonstrated how to fold a plain piece of 
paper into a crane.  Joey was very impressed 
and decided he wanted to learn the art of 

origami.  He asked Mrs. Takimoto how he could learn to fold the paper and she 
replied, “I can show you the folds, but if you want to be an origami master, you’ll need 
practice and patience.”  He began to fold any piece of paper he found, and left 
crumpled pieces of paper all over the house.  When he folded the thirty-eight dollars in 
Mom’s purse, she told him, “This folding has to stop.”  Joey was very disappointed 
because he knew he had to practice to become an origami master.  Food would make 
him feel better so he went to the restaurant next door.  He loved the food at Muy 
Mexicana restaurant.  Joey folded a napkin while waiting for his food.  When Mr. 
Lopez returned, he was very surprised and offered Joey a job. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182223 – Reading Level 2.4 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68843 – Reading Level 1.3 – Points 1.0. 
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A Piece of Home 
 

Written by Jeri Watts 
Illustrated by Hyewon Yum 

 
 
Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist Starred; School Library 
Journal; Publishers Weekly. 
Main Characters:  Hee Jun; Se Ra (Sister); 
Father; Mother; Grandmother; Steve (Friend). 

 
About the Story:  The family has moved from 
Korea to America because father has taken a 
position at a law school in Virginia.  
Grandmother, a school teacher, will also move to 
America with the family.  Father is the only one 
who speaks English.  The children have 
difficulty adjusting to their teachers because of 
the language barrier.  Se Ra misbehaves by 
kicking others and spitting on her teacher.  It is 
decided that grandmother will go to school with Se Ra, but Hee Jun has no one to 
accompany him.  The other boys ask him to play and gradually he makes friends.  One 
day Hee Jun visits the home of a classmate, Steve, and discovers a beautiful bush with 
red centered blossoms.  “Mugunghwa,” Hee Jun says excitedly.  His friend says, “It is 
a Rose of Sharon.”  When Hee Jun leaves Steve’s house, he is given some of the 
beautiful flowers and a tender shoot to plant.  Hee Jun gives them to his grandmother 
and she says, “A Piece of Home.”  Grandmother plants the shoot and shares the 
blossoms with a friend she made at Se Ra’s school. 
 
About the Author:  Jeri Watts said, “Real life has interfered with being a full-time 
writer.  Being a full-time teacher and a wife and mother means I don’t write every day 
or for the amount of time I’d like.  But I write often and continue to produce stories.”  
Ms. Watts has written many short stories and a book titled Keepers. 
 
About the Illustrator:  Hyewon Yum grew up in Korea.  She stated, “I used to bite 
my fingers all the time and as a therapy my mom sent me to art class.  Then no more 
biting finger, believe it or not.”  She learned how to do illustrations for children’s 
books before moving to New York to study.  She has written and illustrated many 
children’s books.      
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182216 – Reading Level 3.6 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68848 – Reading Level 2.7 – Points 1.0. 
Lexile  AD650L.    
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The Quickest Kid in Clarksville 
 

Written by Pat Zietlow Miller 
Illustrated by Frank Morrison 

 
 

Historical Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; School Library Journal 
Main Characters:  Alta (Claims to be current quickest kid in 
Clarksville, TN); Dee-Dee and Little Mo (Her friends); Alta’s 
Mama; Charmaine (A kid stranger with brand new running 
shoes, is also claiming to be the quickest kid in Clarksville); 
Wilma Rudolph (Wil-ma Ru-dolph, a 1960 Rome Olympics 
winner of multiple gold medals, is in the city for a huge 
parade in her honor). 
 
About the Story:  Alta’s quickest kid claim is questioned by 
Charmaine wearing new shoes and bragging she could win 
any head-to-head contest.  Alta’s frayed shoe with holes in the 
bottom served her for two races with the newcomer.  Alta’s Mama said there was no extra 
family money available for new shoes.  Meanwhile, Dee-Dee, Little Mo, and Alta prepared a 
long special banner for Wilma’s parade.  It read [RUN WILMA RUN].  The problem was 
getting the banner moved across town before the parade started.  Alta’s team of three girls was 
making slow progress when Charmaine (still wearing her new shoes) came along and reminded 
them one of the gold medals Wilma won was a relay race at Rome with three other USA 
runners.  Charmaine reached for the banner and began the sprint across Clarksville.  Each of the 
three members of Alta’s team took turns running legs of the distance, so they reached the 
parade just on time.  Alta said, “And all at once I know.  Shoes don’t matter.  Not as long as 
we’ve got our feet.”  Wilma smiled, and waved from the float at the girls and their sign. 
 
About the Author:   She worked as a newspaper reporter but Pat Zietlow Miller knew she 
wanted to be a writer.  Now she writes children’s books at night and also edits an insurance 
company’s newsletter and magazine.  She lives in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
About the Illustrator:   Frank Morrison has illustrated many children’s books and won many 
awards.  He once toured the globe as a break-dancer.  He lives in Georgia with his family. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 179984 – Reading Level 2.9 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68450 – Reading Level 1.8 – Points 10.0. 
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The Sound of All Things 
 

Written by Myron Uhlberg 
Illustrated by Ted Papoulas 

 
Historical Fiction. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; School Library 
Journal. 
Main Characters:  Myron Uhlberg; 
Father; Mother. 
 
About the Story:  This book describes 
the real life of the author, Myron Uhlberg 
and his parents as he helps them live day 
by day, in Brooklyn, New York, because 
both parents cannot hear.  They 
communicate using sign language.  This 
book begins with the father and son 

riding the roller coaster at Coney Island.  Father continually asks Myron to describe 
the sounds around them.  He feels the wheels as they roar around the curves and as 
they go up and down on the tracks.  Myron’s mother asks Myron’s father, “Why do 
you always want to know what things should sound like?  You and I will never hear 
them.”  Father replies, “But I will in my mind.”  “What do you hear? My father asked 
me.  “What does the ocean sound like?”  I answered, “It is loud.”  “Don’t be lazy,” he 
signed.  The father is demanding as usual.  Myron describes his mother as being softer 
with her signing while his father is harsher and more demanding.  Mother was deaf 
from birth while father was capable of some hearing at birth but lost it at an early age.  
The family continues a beautiful day at Coney Island and decides to visit their favorite 
Chinese restaurant for dinner.  The waiter and the father replayed their routine 
pretending not to understand each other.  After dinner they visit the library located 
upstairs in the same building.  The librarian helped Myron find a book of poetry that 
she thought would help him explain to his father what waves sound like.  Back on the 
street, the sky was suddenly filled with sounds and lights as the colorful fireworks 
explode.  “With the book in my hand, we head home.  This is the house where I 
experience no sounds from my parents.  But we do communicate by signing,” he said.  
 
About the Author:  Myron Uhlberg shares his memories of having deaf parents and 
the life they lived.  He continues to live in New York. 
 
About the Illustrator:  Ted Papoulas was chosen by Mr. Uhlberg to illustrate his 
book.  Consulting with many friends and associates, helped him with the paintings.  He 
used his mother’s art brushes. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 192153; Reading Level 3.7; Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No Q68242 – Reading Level 3.7 – Points 2.0. 
Lexile 490L.  
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Steamboat School 
 

Written by Deborah Hopkinson 
Illustrated by Ron Husband 

 
Historical Fiction St. Louis 1847 – Inspired 
by a true story. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist Starred; Publishers 
Weekly. 
Main Characters:  James; Mother; Tassie 
(Sister); Reverend John (Teacher); Classmates.   
 
About the Story:  Mama tells me this is a 
special day because it is my first day I have to 
go to The Candle School.  Tassie drags him all 
the way past the wagons loaded with farm 
goods to be loaded on the steamboats.  They 
arrive at the church and head down the 
windowless dark stairs until we see the Tallow 

Candle School and Rev. John.  Rev. John was born a slave in St. Louis but worked in 
Kentucky to buy his freedom, then later bought his mother and father’s freedom.  He 
walked back to Kentucky to buy his wife’s freedom.  Then, he became the first leader 
of this church.  One day men shoved through the school’s door shouting that the 
school was closing because Missouri passed a law stating: “No person shall keep any 
school for the instruction of negroes or mulattoes, reading or writing, in this state.” 
Tassie cried asking, “What will happen now?”  Mama says the Reverend will do 
something.  We waited and waited but no word came.  By candlelight I made letters 
and numbers and practiced reading the signs around town.  One morning James goes to 
the church and the Rev. John opened the door.  He took me to the levee to look at the 
steamboat he was restoring.  After that, each day James and Tassie helped restore the 
steamboat. 
At last the riverboat was done and Reverend John said it was time to visit the 
steamboat.  During the darkness the children and Reverend John climbed into a skiff 
and headed to the steamboat anchored in the Mississippi River that had been turned 
into The Freedom School.  The 1847 Missouri Law was not effective because the 
steamboat was anchored on the Mississippi River and not in the state of Missouri. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182431 – Reading Level 4.2 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69003 – Reading Level 2.8 – Points 2.0. 
Lexile AD660L. 
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The Water Princess 
Based on the childhood experience of Georgie Badiel 

 
Written by Susan Verde 

Illustrated by H. Reynolds 
 
 

Biographical. 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Publishers Weekly; 
School Library Journal. 
Main Characters:  Princess Gie Gie: Maman: 
Father; Friends at the well. 
 
About the Story:  Gie Gie says “The African 
sky is so wide and so close I can almost touch the 
sharp edges of the stars.”  What I can do:  I can 
tame the wild dogs with my song.  I can make 
the tall grass sway when I dance.  I can make the 
wind play hide-and-seek.  But I cannot make the 
water come closer.  I cannot make the water run clearer.  No matter what command.  In 
the darkness of the early morning, my mother wakes me and says, “Gie Gie, my 
princess, it is time to get up.  We must collect the water.”  Gie Gie wants to sleep as it 
is still dark and the sun is not out of bed.  “Water, Come!”  Shouts Gie Gie but it does 
not come.  She knows they will have to walk so far to get water from the well.  Gie 
Gie’s lips and throat are dry from the heat.  She is angry and kicks the dust but she 
knows she must put the pot on her head and walk miles to the well.  Her mother will 
put a pot on her head too.  They laugh and talk together on their journey stopping 
halfway at the giant karate tree to grab a handful of sweet shea nuts for energy.  Finally 
Gie Gie hears voices of the other women and water running at the well.  Her mother 
will put a pot on her head also.  They laugh and talk together on their journey and stop 
halfway at the giant karte tree to grab a handful of sweet shea nuts for energy.  Finally 
Gie Gie hears voices of the other women and the water running at the well.  Her 
mother gets in line so Gie Gie can play with her friends until it is their turn to fill their 
pots.  Going home they are careful not to spill any of the water.  With aching shoulders 
and feet cramping, they finally reach home.  Her father comes from the field and 
scoops her up saying, “My princess, you have returned with the water.”  Drink, maman 
finally says.  And I do.  I have washed my clothes and my body and I dance with the 
tall grass.  Maman brings me one last cup and says, “Drink my princess.  Sleep, my 
princess.  Tomorrow we journey again.”  Maman, I say as I close my eyes, “Why is the 
water so far?  Why is the water not clear?  Where is our water?”  “Sleep,” she says.  
“Dream,” she says.  “Someday you will find a way, my princess.  Someday.” 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 184781 – Reading Level – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69570 – Reading Level 5.4 – Points 1.0. 
Lexile 480L. 
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Whoosh! 
Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions 

 
Written by Chris Barton 
Illustrated by Don Tate 

 
Biographical. 
Reviews:  Kirkus Review Starred; ALA Booklist; Publishers 
Weekly; School Library Journal; Wilson’s Children Catalog. 
Main Characters:  Lonnie Johnson; Family members; 
Classmates. 
 
About the Story:  Lonnie Johnson, born in 1949, lived with his 
parents and five brothers and sisters in a small house in Mobile, 
Alabama.  He loved to collect any item that he thought would be 
useful for his rocket kits or an invention he would create.  Mother 
complained that his “spare parts” were spread throughout the 
house.  His father was a skilled handyman and taught the children 
to build their own toys.  Lonnie built rockets and rocket fluid, 

which entertained the students at school as they zoomed into the sky.  He wanted to be an engineer 
but a test he took was not encouraging.  Determined, he knew a mistake had been made when 
scoring the test!!  He built a robot, named Linex, and used his sister’s walkie-talkie to send 
commands.  In 1968 his high school team took Linex to a science fair at the University of Alabama 
and won first place.  He enrolled at Tuskegee Institute and was recognized as an outstanding 
student, building a booming sound system out of discarded elements.  He graduated as an engineer 
and it was the beginning of many great achievements.  Lonnie was working at NASA where the 
building of Galileo, an orbiter and probe, was being built.  Lonnie designed and submitted plans for 
a power package.  Not everyone was convinced his design would be successful but it was.  Along 
with a full time job at NASA, he continued to tinker and invent things in his own workshop.  His 
most famous invention was created when he tried to work on a cooling system that didn’t use a 
chemical called R-12.  Working in the family’s bathroom, the force behind the stream of water 
coming from the hose connected to the faucet, was much greater than he imagined.  This was the 
beginning of the famous Super Soaker.  He took his water gun to several toy companies with little 
success.  Married and having a family, he had to sell the house and move into an apartment never 
losing confidence that his Super Soaker was a great invention.  Finally, he sold his invention to a toy 
company and was recognized as an accomplished inventor.  Lonnie lives in Atlanta and continues to 
explore ideas and inventions. 
 
About the Author:  Charis Barton said, “My son so enjoyed my stories that I decided to write 
children’s books.”  I still write books but enjoy spending time with my wife and four children while 
living in Austin, Texas. 
 
About the Illustrator:  Don Tate has also written many books and has a blog, The Brown 
Bookshelf, as he encourages discovering books written by African Americans.  Don lives in Austin, 
Texas with his wife and son. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 181421 – Reading Level – 4.7 – Points 0.5. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68627 – Reading Level 5.4 – Points 2.0. 
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A Bandit’s Tale: The Muddled Misadventures of a Pickpocket 
 
Written by Deborah Hopkinson    

 
Fiction:.  290 pages.                                                                                                                     
Reviews:  Starred reviews School Library Journal 
(2/1/16); Publisher’s Weekly; Kirkus; ALA Booklist.  
Main Characters:  Rocco Zaccaro 11 (Me); Papa; 
Mama; Vito—2 (Little brother); Emilia--6 (Younger 
sister); Anna--13 (Older sister); Giovanni Ancarola 
(Padrone—a boss man and patron); Old Biter 
(Family donkey); Marco and Luigi (10-year-old 
cousins); Meddlin’ Mary Hallanan—11 (Animal 
Rights Society); Tony & Carlo (Professional 
pickpocket thieves). 
 
About the Story:  This novel is presented in first 
person by the main character, Rocco Zaccaro, 
beginning in late 1887 and continuing through 1888 
and 1889.  The action starts in his family’s village of Callvello, Italy and shifts to New 
York City, USA.  His Mom and Dad were told their son was a thief and liar resulting in 
the young boy being leased out for a job in America. Soon, he was roaming the streets of 
New York City, day and night, trying to survive by working as a street musician.  He had 
no musical skills, and several other young boys were crowding the sidewalks with their 
instruments resulting in lots of competition.  While begging for money and food, Rocco 
met members of the infamous Bandit’s Roost and begins training in the art of 
pickpocketing.  Though Rocco makes some money using his new skill, he realizes his life 
involving crime is not the direction he wants to travel. 
  
About the Author: Deborah Hopkinson is the author of 50 books for young readers 
including picture books, middle grade fiction, and nonfiction.  At schools and 
conferences she helps bring history and research alive.  Deborah received a B.A. in 
English from the University of Massachusetts and an M.A. in Asian studies from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa.  She lives near Portland, OR with her family. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 181143 – Reading Level 5.1 – Points 9.0. 
Reading Counts: Quiz No. Q68587 – Reading Level 4.5 – Points 14.0.    
Lexile 740L. 
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All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook 
 

Written by Leslie Connor       
 

Fiction:  381 Pages. 
Reviews:  Starred reviews School Library Journal; 
Kirkus Review; Horn Book; Publisher’s Weekly; 
Wilson’s Children’s Catalog. 
Main Characters:  Perry T. Cook-11 (Me) Son; 
Jessica (Mother) Inmate; Edwin Summers (Big Ed) 
Inmate; Zoey Samuels (Perry’s friend and classmate); 
Thomas VanLeer (District Attorney); Robyn (His 
wife, Zoey’s mother); Brian Morris (School trouble 
maker); Warden Daugherty. 
 
About the Story:  Perry’s mother, Jessica, was a 
resident of Cell Block C at the Blue River Co-ed 
Correction Facility when he was born nearly eleven 

years ago.  Warden Daugherty felt allowing Perry to stay at the prison would not weaken 
the unit’s mission, and believed other inmates would think positively about the mother-
son situation.  Just as Jessica was finishing her 12th year of a 15-year sentence and 
becoming eligible for parole Thomas VanLeer, a new district attorney trying to make a 
positive name for himself, ordered Perry to be removed from the Blue River campus 
immediately and at the same time placed Jessica’s request for parole on hold.  Perry, and 
his school friend Zoey, began gathering facts to present at a parole board hearing to 
reverse the District Attorney’s bold actions. 
 
About the Author:  Leslie Connor, an award winning author, presents a heartfelt story 
featuring Perry and Jessica Cook dealing with forgiveness, love and how innocence 
makes us all want more of the same.  After college at the University of Connecticut she 
began writing stories and never looked back.  In her bio information she said, “I realized 
that my head and heart were very full of stories, and that I should pay attention.  My ideas 
come from everyday life, and I write for readers of all ages.  I live in the Connecticut 
woods with my family.” 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 180473 – Reading Level 3.8 – Points 11.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz no. Q68382 – Reading Level 3.2 – Points 17.0. 
Lexile 540L. 
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Counting Thyme 
 

              Written by Melanie Conklin 
 

Fiction:  300 pages. 
Reviews:  School Library Journal (2/1/16); ALA 
Booklist; Kirkus Reviews; Publisher’s Weekly.  
Main Characters:  Thyme, 11, sixth grade (Me); 
Coriander (Cori), 14, big sister in high school; Valerian 
(Val), 5, little brother; Rosemary (Mom) and Michael 
(Dad) Owens; Grandma Kay; Shani (Thyme’s best 
California (CA) friend); Jake Reese (Thyme’s new 
New York (NY) school friend); Mrs. Ravelli (House 
servant); Mr. Lipinsky, (NY apartment neighbor).  
 
About the Story:  This novel takes place early in the 
21st Century, and results in the Owens family 
relocating from the Pacific coast of CA to the Atlantic 
coast of NY.  Little brother, Val, has a dangerous 
cancer, neuroblastoma, it effects nerves and is difficult 
to control.  The family has heard of a new procedure in 

a NY (Upper East Side of Manhattan) hospital that might be able to keep the cancer from 
spreading further, and possibly get a complete cure.  Finding a NY apartment or home to 
rent, and being accepted into any school system presented other challenges for the family.  
Thyme brought her special Jar to the temporary family NY relocation.  Back in CA she 
had worked out a system with her parents for keeping track of different chores she had 
done by dropping a small note into the jar.  It covered such areas as finishing chores, 
getting a good grade in school, or helping Mom in special ways.  Thyme wanted to build 
points for at least a visit back to CA. 
 
About the Author:  Melanie Conklin spent several years as a product designer and 
approaches her writing skills with the same attention to detail.  She is a writer, reader, 
and all around lover of books.  Melanie lives in South Orange, New Jersey with her 
husband and two young sons.  Counting Thyme is her debut middle grade novel.  
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 183302 – Reading Level 4.5 – Points 10.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69373 – Reading Level 4.2 – Points 18.0.    
Lexile 680L. 
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Crossing the Deadline:  Stephen’s Journey Through the Civil War 
 
Written by Michael Shoulders       

 
Historical Fiction: 368 pages.   
Reviews:  School Library Journal (3/1/16); ALA 
Booklist (2/1/16); Horn Book (4/1/17); Tri-State Book 
Review. 
Main Characters:  Stephen Gaston (13); Robert—18 
(Stephen’s brother); Mary (Their mother); James (Their 
father—deceased from consumption, 1861); Uncle 
Clem Gaston (Father’s brother); Mrs. Belle Gardner 
(For the South’s effort, but helped the Union prisoners).  
Many military and civilian heroes from both sides. 
 
About the Story:  This accounting of the American 
Civil War begins in 1861.  Stephen Gaston, the main 
character, presents readers with a first-hand account of one of the darkest chapters in 
American History, the brutal Civil War between the states.   After Stephen’s father 
passed away his family, in search of food and lodging, was left to the mercy of a cruel 
Uncle Clem Gaston who tried to wring every dime possible from each person he came in 
contact with.  As the Civil War quickly spread Stephen’s brother, Robert, enlisted to fight 
for the Union cause, and to help pay the family expenses.  As the war continued, Stephen 
a seasoned bugler in the local town band, began thinking about joining the war action 
though he was just short of becoming 14-years-old.  His mother was against his choice as 
she had just received word that her eldest son, Robert, had been killed in the line of duty 
on September 16, 1863 during Johnny Reb action in Kentucky.  Stephen was more 
determined to enlist after Robert’s tragedy.  While his unit was fighting in northern 
Alabama Stephen was taken prisoner and placed in a camp where he learned what the 
term, “Crossing the Deadline” meant. 
 
About the Author:  Mike Shoulders spent his childhood traveling in an army family to 
different world locations.  He graduated from Northwest High School in Clarksville 
Tennessee, and earned a degree in education from Austin Peay State U. in 1976.  He 
finished his doctoral at Tennessee State U. in 2004.  Mike married Debbie Adams in 
1974, and they have three grown children.  
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 190738 – Reading Level 4.8 – Points 10.0.     
Lexile  730L. 
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Full of Beans 
 

Written by Jennifer L. Holm    
 

Historical Fiction:  193 pages.                                                                       
Reviews:   ALA Booklist; Kirkus Reviews; Publisher’s 
Weekly; The Horn Book Magazine, School Library 
Journal, Wilson’s Children’s Catalog.   
Main Characters:  Beans Curry (10); Kermit—8 
(Beans’ brother); Buddy—3 (Beans’ youngest brother); 
Ma & Poppy Curry; Nana Philly--Meanest lady in Key 
West—(The boys’ grandmother); Johnny Cakes (Local 
lawbreaker); Dot (Best girl marble player in Key West); 
Miss Sugarapple (Teacher); Termite (Stray dog); Winky 
(Lying, cheating crook).  
 
About the Story:  Key West Island, Florida (FL) is 
located in the Florida Keys, off the South shore of the 

State of Florida mainland.  This exceptional novel, by Jennifer L. Holm, takes place at 
Key West beginning in 1934 during the great depression.  Ten-year-old Beans Curry, a 
member of the Keepsies, the best marble playing gang in Depression-era Key West, 
engages in various schemes to earn money while “New Dealers” from Washington, D.C. 
arrive to turn run down Key West into a tourist resort. Beans and his brother Kermit were 
digging through rotting garbage mounds day and night, to find empty condensed-milk 
cans to sell for a few pennies to buy a little food.   It was the crooked—lying adult Winky 
that kept dropping the price he would pay for the cans.  Ma is taking in laundry.  Poppy 
lost his job and decided to head North to New Jersey to seek factory work.  Lawbreaker 
Johnny Cakes believes Beans is a proper fit for several illegal operations he has planned.   
 
About the Author:  Jennifer L. Holm is well respected in the realm of children’s 
literature across the country, and around the world.  One important fact is that she is a 
three-time winner of the Newbery Honor Award, a great feat sought by many.  
Additionally, she has teamed up with her brother, Matt, for enormous success in creating 
two very popular graphic novel series for children.   Babymouse and Squish continue to 
grow in sales year after year.   Jennifer is leaving her footprints in the educational field. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 183695 – Reading Level 3.8 – Points 4.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69229 – Reading Level 2.6 – Points 9.0.    
Lexile  490L. 
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Garvey’s Choice 
 

Written by Nikki Grimes 
 

Fiction:  108 pages.                                                                                                           
Reviews:  Starred School Library Journal (7/1/16); 
ALA Booklist (6/1/16); Publisher’s Weekly. 
Main Characters:  Garvey (Me); Angela (Older sis); 
Mom; Dad; Joe (Best school friend); Manny (Future 
chef).    
 
About the Story:  This is a novel in verse with the 
author using the poetic Tanka (Japanese) format.  Ms. 
Nikki Grimes said, “Traditional tanka poems focus 
on mood.  In my tanka, I include mood, but my focus 
is more on telling a story.”  Hardly a day goes by that 
Garvey’s Dad doesn’t make a negative comment 
about him not being involved in an athletic sport.  
Mom, on the other hand, reminds Dad that their son 
is a great student that enjoys reading, mainly about outer space.  Garvey’s sister, Angela, 
is already an accomplished athlete but she too has little snide comments about her 
brother’s daily habits.  Feeling like a failure Garvey comforts himself with food, and he 
grows and grows.  At school he hears barbs of conversation such as “Sweet Chunk,” 
“Dump Truck,” “Hey, Garvey! See you A-round,” and at home Angela spoke up when 
Garvey went back for seconds on the lasagna, “Leave us some, little piggy.”  Then, Joe, 
his best friend encouraged Garvey to sign up for the school chorus—hoping it will help 
his life do a complete reverse. 
 
About the Author:  Nikki Grimes does not consider herself a bona fide storyteller, but, 
as she told an audience at the library of Congress, she is happy to own the title Poet.  She 
is a bestselling author and a recipient of numerous high awards including the Coretta 
Scott King award winner.  In addition to her work for children, Ms. Grimes has written 
several articles for well read magazines.  She is also noted to be an international presenter 
of poetry readings and lectures while traveling abroad.  Ms. Grimes lives in Corona, 
California. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 182907 – Reading Level 3.6 – Points 1.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68970 – Reading Level 3.5 – Points 4.0.     
Lexile 620L. 
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Gertie’s Leap to Greatness 
 

Written by Kate Beasley 
Illustrated by Jillian Tamaki 

 
 
Humorous Fiction:  249 Pages 
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Kirkus Reviews; and 
Publisher’s Weekly.  Others with positive 
reviews include The Horn Book Magazine; 
School Library Journal; Wilson’s Children’s 
Catalog. 
Main Characters:  Beans Curry (10); Kermit – 
8 (Beans’ brother); Buddy – 3 (Beans’ youngest 
brother); Ma & Poppy Curry; Nana Philly – 
Meanest lady in Key West (The boy’s 
grandmother); Johnny Cakes (Local 
lawbreaker); Dot (Best girl marble player in 
Key West); Miss Sugarapple (Teacher); Termite 
(Stray dog); Winky (Lying, cheating crook). 
 
About the Story:  Key West Island, Florida 
(FL) is located in the Florida Keys, off the 
South shore of the State of Florida mainland.  
This exceptional novel, by Jennifer L. Holm, 

takes place at Key West beginning in 1934 during the Great Depression.  Ten-year-old 
Beans Curry, a member of Keepsies, the best marble playing gang in Depression-era 
Key West, engages in various schemes to earn money while “New Dealers” from 
Washington, D.C. arrive to turn run down Key West into a tourist resort.  Beans and 
his brother Kermit were digging through rotting garbage mounds day and night, to find 
empty condensed milk cans to sell for a few pennies to buy a little food.  The crooked, 
lying adult Winky kept dropping the price he would pay for the cans.  Ma is taking in 
laundry.  Poppy lost his job and decided to head North to New Jersey to seek factory 
work.  Lawbreaker Johnny Cakes believe Beans is a roper fit for several illegal 
operations he has planned. 
 
About the Author:  Jennifer L. Holm is well respected in the realm of children’s 
literature across the country, and around the world.  One important fact is that she is a 
three time winner of the Newbery Honor Award, a great feat sought by many.  
Additionally, she has teamed up with her brother, Matt, for enormous success in 
creating two very popular graphic novel series for children.  Babymouse and Squish 
continue to grow in sales year after year.  Jennifer is leaving her footprints in the 
educational field. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 183695 – Reading Level 3.8 – Points 4.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69229 – Reading Level 2.6 – Points 9.0. 
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Jubilee 
 

Written by Patricia Reilly Giff 
Illustrated by Sarah Hokman 
Cover Art, by Dawn Cooper 

 
        
 

Fiction:  149 pages.                                                                                              
Reviews:  ALA Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children’s 
Books; Horn Book; ILA Children’s Choice Award; School 
Library Journal. 
Main Characters:  Judith Ann Magennis (Me) 5th grader; 
Aunt Cora; Dog; Amber (Judith’s mother); Gideon (Ferry boat 
captain); Ms. Quirk (New teacher);  Sophie (Judith’s 
classmate); Travis (Sophie’s little brother); Mason (Judith’s 
classmate). 
 
About the Story:  Judith is telling a first person version of the 
events that features love, fellowship, and the opportunity of 
belonging for a young girl who was abandoned by her mother.   
Living with her beloved Aunt Cora and a faithful pet whose 
name is Dog young Judith stopped speaking and uses gestures 

and draws cartoons to communicate.  While beginning a new fifth grade class, she is also 
pondering whether or not to seek out her mother, who was only 17-years-old when Judith was 
born.  Though Aunt Cora called her Jubilee, a former teacher called her Judy.  Gideon, the ferry 
captain, called Judith “Red” because of her Pippi Longstocking hair.  Classmate Sophie’s five-
year-old brother, Travis, called her “No-Talk Girl.”  Judith finally decided to ride the ferry from 
the island she was raised on by Aunt Cora and search for her mother on yonder shore. 
 
About The Author:  Patricia Reilly Giff has written over 60 novels for children, including two 
Newbery Honor Books---Lily’s Crossing and The Pictures of Hollis Woods.  Reading and 
writing have always been an important part of her life.  After earning a B.A. degree from 
Marymount College she became a reading teacher for 20 years.  During that time Giff also 
earned an M.A. from St. John’s University and a Doctorate of Humane letters from Hofstra 
University.  Only then did she decide to write a book.  It has been reported that Giff said, “I want 
children to bubble up with laughter, or to cry over my books.”  However, mostly she wants to see 
children reading her books in the classrooms.  She and her husband, Jim, reside in Weston, 
Connecticut. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 184105 – Reading Level 4.0 – Points 3.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69355 – Reading Level 3.2 – Points 7.0.    Lexile 540L. 

 
 



 

[27] 
 

Paper Wishes 
                 

  Written by Lois Sepahban            
 

Historical Fiction:  181 pages.                                                                   
Reviews: Starred School Library Journal; Kirkus; 
ALA Booklist; Horn Book; Wilson’s Children’s 
Catalog.  
Main Characters:  Manami Tanaka/girl--10 (Me); 
Mother and Father Tanaka; Keiko (Sister); Ron 
(Brother); Kimmi, Ryo, Sara, Beth, (Manami’s 
classmates); Ishii (Grandfather); Miss Rosalie 
(Teacher); Pastor Rob; Yujiin (Manami’s dog).  
 
About the Story:  Shortly after the Japanese Air 
Force bombed Pearl Harbor and other targets on 
December 7, 1941, the United States Government 
began rounding up Japanese-Americans families and 
relocating them.  This novel, written by Lois 

Sepahban, describes how those family members were kept under close observation, 
though none were ever found guilty of wrong doing.  Manami, the main character of this 
story, describes in first person how the Japanese-Americans were only allowed to take a 
few possessions for each person, as they made the transfer from Bainbridge Island by the 
sea to a prison camp setup with military guards in the desert.  Animals and pets were left 
behind.  Many of the Japanese-Americans families lost their property and homes without 
any compensation.  Please refer to the Author’s Note beginning on page 177 of this text 
as Ms. Sepahban describes the factual actions taken by the United States Government.   
Southeast Arkansas became involved in this operation as one of the ten national camps 
was located in the town of Rowher on state highway 1, Desha County, near the cities of 
McGehee and Dumas, and close to the Mississippi River. 
 
About the Author:  Lois Sepahban has written an emotionally true story concerning the 
internment camps of World War II.  Paper Wishes is her first novel.  Lois lives with her 
husband and children on a small farm near Herrodsburg, Kentucky where she is a writer 
and teacher. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 179191 – Reading Level 3.8 – Points 4.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68136 – Reading Level 3.2 – Points 8.0.      
Lexile 550L.       
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Raymie Nightingale 
                                           

Written by Kate DiCamillo                           
 

Realistic Fiction:  263 pages.                                                                     
Reviews:  Starred ALA Booklist (2/1/16); School 
Library Journal (3/1/16); and Kirkus Reviews; Horn 
Books; ILA Children’s Choice Award; Wilson’s 
Children’s Catalog; Bulletin for the Center of 
Children’s Books.  
Main Characters:  Raymie Clarke—10 (Ranchero 
#1); Jim (Raymie’s father); Mrs. Clarke (Raymie’s  
mother); Beverly Tapinski (Ranchero #2); Louisiana 
Elefante (Ranchero #3); Ida Nee (Baton twirling 
world instructor); Archie Elefante (Louisiana’s cat); 
Mrs. Sylvester (Secretary at Clarke Family 
Insurance); Lee Ann Dickerson (Dental hygienist);  
Martha (Greeter at Golden Glen Nursing Home). 
 
About the Story:  There is a gathering of three 

potential beauty queens, all about 10-years-old, and each with the goal of winning the 
Little Miss Central Florida Tire 1975. They are working on baton training at the home of 
Ms. Ida Nee (World champion baton twirling star).  Raymie’s daddy left town with Lee 
Ann Dickerson, a local dental hygienist.  Raymie believes if she wins the one thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-five dollars first prize she can get him to come back home.  
Louisiana Elefante said her family had betrayed the family cat named Archie by turning 
him in to the Very Friendly Animal Center where they promised to feed the feline daily 
and scratch him behind the ears.  Louisiana now wants to bail him out.  Beverly Tapinski 
said she was a policeman’s daughter, reached into her clothing, took out a pocketknife, 
and flashed the blade to the other girls.  Let the beauty contest officially begin! 
 
About the Author:  Kate DiCamillo’s writing journey has truly been remarkable.  She 
grew up in Florida and moved to Minnesota in her twenties, where homesickness and a 
bitter winter led her to write Because of Winn Dixie—her first published novel, which 
became a runaway bestseller and won a Newbery Honor.  It also won the 2002-2003 
Charlie May Simon Award.  Her second book The Tiger Rising was also set in Florida 
and went on to be a National Book Award finalist.  Raymie Nightingale was an instant 
New York Times bestseller as DiCamillo returned to her roots for another winner.  
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 180940 – Reading Level 4.2 – Points 5.0.    
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q68586 – Reading Level 3.2 – Points 9.0.  
Lexile 550L. 
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Skunked!:  Calpurnia Tate, Girl Vet, Vol 1 
 

Written by Jacqueline Kelly 
Illustrated by Jennifer L. Meyer 

 
Fiction:  106 pages.                                                                                                 
Reviews:  Starred School Library Journal; Kirkus 
Reviews; ALA Booklist; Publishers Weekly. 
Main Characters:  Calpurnia (Callie) Tate--(12) Me; 
Travis (11) brother; Five other brothers; Mother; Father; 
Granddaddy; Viola (Cook); Miss Harbattle (Teacher); 
Stinky (Young kit); Winky (Runt kit, same litter). 
 
About the Story:  This story takes place in Fentress, 
Texas during the year 1901.  This is the first book of a 
series, with other titles to follow soon.   Father had no 
idea the adult skunk who ravaged the family garden was a 
mother of some baby kits in the nearby woods.  He 
directed a family worker to trap and kill the varmint.  
Soon Travis, one of Callie’s six brothers, was strolling 
through the forest and heard a faint meowing sound coming from a partially hollow tree.  
Thinking he had found a stray house kitten, Travis reached into the tree and gently pulled 
out a young baby skunk.  Travis loved wild animals, especially their offspring.  He took 
the kit home, fed it and hid it in the barn.  Soon after, he discovered a runt kit in the same 
den and carried it home to the barn hay loft.  Travis took both of the kits to school one 
day and the end result was the school was closed one week early for summer vacation. 
 
About the Author:  Jacqueline Kelly was born in New Zealand, and moved with her 
parents to western Canada at an early age.  Years later her family moved to El Paso, 
Texas. She attended several universities receiving degrees in medical school, school of 
law, and discovered she enjoyed writing fictional short stories for children. 
 
About the Illustrator:  Jennifer L. Meyer in an interview with Children’s Book 
Illustrators when she was asked “Did you always want to be an artist when you grew 
up?”  Her reply, “I think at one point really early on I wanted to be a librarian (I love 
books), then I decided I wanted to draw my own words.  I love visual story telling.” 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 184775 – Reading Level 4.5 – Points 1.0. 
Reading Counts: Quiz No. Q69566 – Reading Level 4.5 – Points 5.0.     
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Soar 
 
Written by Joan Bauer                         

 
Sports Fiction:  296 pages.                                                                         
Reviews:  Starred ALA Booklist; Kirkus; School 
Library Connection; Voice of Youth Advocates; 
Wilson’s Children’s Catalog; School Library Journal. 
Main Characters:  Jeremiah Lopper—12 (Me) 
adopted; Walt Lopper (Adopting father) Computer 
Geek consultant; Aunt Charity (Walt’s sister); Dr. 
Sarah Dugan (Cardiologist); Jerwal (Walt & 
Jeremiah’s robot); Franny Engers (Jeremiah’s 
classmate); Val Engers (Franny’s mom); Ellis Grand 
(El Grande) Franny’s grandfather; SARB (Search and 
Report Back) robot. 
 
About the Story:  Jeremiah Lopper, the main 
character of this story, tells readers of being 

abandoned in a computer business coffee break room in Indianapolis, Indiana when he 
was only nine-months-old.  By the time he turned 12-years-old, Jeremiah still had no clue 
who left him in that coffee lounge with only a small amount of milk remaining in his 
feeding bottle.  Since it was bachelor Walt Lopper’s day to handle the coffee chores, he 
was the worker that found Jeremiah, and then proceeded to adopt him through the courts.  
This father and son combination loved sports and stayed active playing and coaching 
baseball, plus, working with their collection of robots.  Jeremiah’s heart became diseased 
early in life.  The doctors decided he could only survive with a heart transplant.  Jeremiah 
was heard to say, “I had to wait eleven months and seventeen days to get a close match.  
The new heart I got was from a fourteen-year-old girl who died in a bike accident in 
California.”  After talking the situation over, Walt and Jeremiah decided to continue their 
activities in sports. 
 
About the Author:  Joan Bauer is the author of numerous books for young readers.  She 
has won several awards for her thirteen novels for juvenile readers.  Joan has been a guest 
on local and national radio shows, and was sent overseas to both Croatia and Kazakhstan 
by the United States Government to speak at schools, universities, libraries and writer’s 
groups.  She lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband, Evan, and enjoys cooking, 
hiking, song writing and ice skating. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 178915 – Reading Level 3.6 – Points 6.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q67913 – Reading Level 3.1 – Points 12.0.     
Lexile 510L. 
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Some Kind of Courage 
                             

Written by Dan Gemeinhart                 
 

Fiction:  234 pages.                                                                                         
Reviews:  Starred Reviews were provided by 
Publisher’s Weekly; Kirkus Reviews; ALA Booklist; 
School Library Journal; Wilson’s Children’s Catalog.  
Main Characters:  Joseph Johnson (12) survivor; 
Deceased  immediate family members---Mama, Papa, 
and Katie his little sister; Sarah (Joseph’s pony); Mr. 
Grissom (Sold Sarah to a horse trader named Mr. Ezra 
Bishop for whiskey money); Ah-Kee (Young Chinese 
boy); Mr. Frank Jameson (Family friend). 
 
About the Story:  It’s October 1890 in Old Mission, 
Washington State.  The main character in this novel is a 
12-year-old orphan named Joseph Johnson, and he is 
describing dangerous actions as the story unfolds.  
Joseph lost his pa in a horrible wagon wreck when the 
four-wheeler rolled over him after a roadside crash.  
Previously, his ma and little sister had passed away 

from a chronic sickness that was sweeping the countryside. These tragedies left Joseph 
with only Sarah, his faithful horse.  At feeding time Joseph discovered that Sarah was 
missing from her stall.  When he confronted the alcoholic Mr. Grissom, Joseph learned 
Sarah had been sold, without his permission, to Mr. Ezra Bishop a horse trader/thief who 
was moving around with a string of animals.  Joseph had no other means of 
transportation, so he picked up Mr. Bishop’s trail by foot, and began the journey of 
finding and reclaiming Sarah. 
 
About the  Author:  (Don Gemeinhart’s biography, by Amazon)  “Hi! I live in a small 
town smack dab in the middle of Washington State with my wife and three young 
daughters.  I was lucky and grateful to be a teacher-librarian in an elementary school for 
13 years where I got to share awesome books with awesome kids.  I love camping, 
cooking and traveling.  I also play guitar (badly) and read (constantly).  My house is 
always a mess.  I am pretty darn happy.  I’ve written four middle grade novels:  Scar 
Island, The Honest Truth, Some Kind of Courage, and Good Dog.” 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 179853 – Reading Level 4.8 – Points 8.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q67451-- Reading Level 4.6 – Points 13.0.     
Lexile 760L. 
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Summerlost 
                     

 Written by Ally Condie           
 

Fiction:  249 pages.                                                                                                  
Reviews:  Starred Publisher’s Weekly; Bulletin of the 
Center for Children’s Books (BCCB); ALA Booklist; 
Kirkus Reviews; School Library Journal.  
Main Characters:  Cedar Lee (12) me; Miles (8) 
Cedar’s younger brother; Shannon Lee (Cedar and 
Miles’ mother); Dad and Ben Lee (Deceased); Gram & 
Papa; Leo Bishop (Nerd-on-a-bike). 
 
About the Story:  Iron Creek, Utah is a small town in a 
high desert setting where it gets hot during the day and 
cold at night.  Cedar is the main character and gives all 
readers a first person perspective of the local daily 
activity.  Following the sudden deaths of her Father and 
autistic younger brother Ben in an automobile accident, 
Cedar spends the last part of her summer vacation working at a Shakespearean theater 
festival in Iron Creek, Utah, meeting a new friend (Leo), and coming to terms with her 
grief.  The annual Summerlost festival in Iron Creek was the third-biggest Shakespearean 
festival west of the Mississippi River.  It was here that Cedar, for the first time, met 
several of her mother’s childhood friends, and became involved in the history of the 
famous theater at Iron Creek.  
 
About the Author:  Ally Condie is the author of young adult and middle grade fiction.  
Her novel Matched was a 2011 New York Times #1 and international bestseller, followed 
by Crossed and Reached to form a Trilogy.  All three books are available in over 30 
languages worldwide.  She also wrote Atlantia, published in 2014.  Next came 
Summerlost.  Ally is the founder and director of the WriteOut Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that runs writing camps for rural teens.  She lives with her husband and their 
four children outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. She loves reading, writing, running, and 
listening to her husband play guitar. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 180941 – Reading Level 4.1 – Points 6.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No.  Q68585 – Reading Level 3.4 – Points 11.0.     
Lexile 600L. 
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Wish 
 

Written by Barbara O’Connor             
 

Realistic Fiction—Animal Fiction:  227 pages.                                                                                                 
Reviews:   School Library Journal; Kirkus Reviews; 
ALA Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children’s 
Books; Wilson’s Children’s Catalog. Numerous 
states adopted this book for their annual special 
reading list. 
Main Characters:  Charlemagne (Charlie) Reese—
11 (5th grade); Jackie (Sister, 12th grade); Scrappy 
(Daddy); Carla (Mama); Gus & Bertha (Carla’s 
sister); Howard Odom (Charlie’s classmate and 
close friend); Wishbone (Charlie’s pet dog). 
 
About the Story:  Charlie, the youngest daughter in 
a family of four, narrates this account of a touching 
Wish story that has legally split up a household in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina (NC).  
She is very unhappy as she talks by long distance phone from Colby, NC with her sister, 
Jackie, who has remained with a school friend’s family in Raleigh, NC.  Charlie is 
staying with her Aunt Bertha and Uncle Gus, but she says the area around Colby contains 
only hillbilly kids.  The breakup of the family occurred when their Daddy (Scrappy) got 
into another fight and is now serving time at the county jail.  Meanwhile Mama is still in 
bed with empty soda cans on the nightstand.  The social services lady said the children 
would be assigned to other homes until the situation could be solved.  Charlie finally 
began meeting some of the locals, picked up a stray dog for a pet, and worked hard on her 
“Wish for the Day” venture.  It was difficult to shake her desire to be living back in the 
big city. 
 
About the Author:  Barbara O’Connor’s books are known for their strong Southern 
settings, especially in the NC and South Carolina areas.  She has had books nominated 
for children’s choice awards in 38 states.  Barbara is a popular visiting author and speaker 
at schools and conferences around the country. 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 184124 – Reading Level 5.0 – Points 6.0. 
Reading Counts:  Quiz No. Q69327 – Reading Level 5.5 – Points 11.    Lexile 850L.            
  

 

                                                    



 

[34] 
 

Write This Down 
                          

 Written by Claudia Mills               
 

Realistic Fiction:  248 pages.                                                                   
Reviews:  Kirkus Reviews; School library Journal; 
Publisher’s Weekly, and several individuals who 
thoroughly enjoyed the story. 
Main Characters:  Autumn (12) me; Hunter (15) 
brother; Suzanne (mother); Dr. Derrick Granger 
(father); Mrs. Archer (journalism teacher); Cameron 
Miller (classmate); Paradox (Hunter’s 4-person-all 
boys band); Kylee Willis (Autumn’s best friend). 
 
About the Story:  Twelve-year-old Autumn 
Granger is a seventh grade whiz at writing.  She 
wants to be a real author, but has to decide if her 
dreams are more important than personal 
relationships with her family and friends.  Autumn is 
starting to think about her thirteenth birthday coming 
up next April, and the possibilities of being 
recognized nationwide as a seasoned veteran writer 

of poems, prose, and novels.  As a seventh grader at Southern Peaks Middle School, she 
recently began writing a series of love poems directed to classmate Cameron Miller.  Her 
brother Hunter, a tenth-grader at the local high school, intercepted one of the poems and 
read it to other members of his popular rock band.  This caused a further rift of a brother 
and sister situation that first began over the past summer.  Hunter is in no hurry to revert 
back to the easy going lifestyle he previously displayed.  Autumn was embarrassed by the 
entire matter, and wondered how to get back the brother she once idolized.    
 
About the Author:  Claudia Mills was born in New York City, August 21, 1954.  
She received her B.A. from Wellesley College in 1976; earned a Master’s degree from 
Princeton University in 1979; PH.D in Philosophy from Princeton in 1991; and an M.L.S. 
degree from the University of Maryland in 1998, with a focus on children’s literature. 
Since 1991 she has taught philosophy at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
and at the University of Colorado at Boulder.  She has two children (Christopher and 
Gregory), and one cat called “Snickers.” 
 
Accelerated Reader:  Quiz No. 187067 – Reading Level 5.7 – Points 8.0.      
Lexile 890L.       
           

 



[35] 
 

CHARLIE MAY SIMON CHILDREN’S BOOK AWARD WINNERS (4-6) 
 
Year Author Title 
1970-71 Lexau, Joan Striped Ice Cream 
1971-72 Walker, David Big Ben 
1972-73 Cleary, Beverly Runaway Ralph 
1973-74 Keith, Harold The Runt Of Rogers School 
1974-75 Blume, Judy Tales Of A Fourth Grade Nothing 
1975-76 Evarts, Hal Big Foot 
1976-77 Fleischman, Sid The Ghost On Saturday Night 
1977-78 Bulia, Clyde Robert Shoeshine Girl 
1978-79 Hicks, Clifford Alvin’s Swap Shop 
1979-80 Byars, Betsy The Pinballs 
1980-81 Heide, Florence Parry Banana Twist 
1981-82 Brittain, William All The Money In The World 
1982-83 Gilson, Jamie Do Bananas Chew Gum? 
1983-84 Cleary, Beverly Ramona Quimby, Age 8 
1984-85 Manes, Stephen Be A Perfect Person In Just Three Days 
1985-86 Roos, Stephen My Horrible Secret 
1986-87 Byars, Betsy The Computer Nut 
1987-88 MacLachlan, Patricia Sarah, Plain And Tall 
1988-89 Fleischman, Sid The Whipping Boy 
1989-90 Sachar, Louis There’s A Boy In The Girls’ Bathroom 
1990-91 Lowry, Lois All About Sam 
1991-92 Lowry, Lois Number The Stars 
1992-93 Anderson, Margaret J. The Ghost Inside The Monitor 
1993-94 Naylor, Phyllis Shiloh 
1994-95 Lowry, Lois Attaboy, Sam! 
1995-96 Woodruff, Elvira The Secret Funeral Of Slim Jim The Snake 
1996-97 Robinson, Barbara The Best School Year Ever 
1997-98 Fleischman, Sid The 13th Floor:  A Ghost Story 
1998-99 Clements, Andrew Frindle 
1999-00 Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Saving Shiloh 
2000-01 Fletcher, Ralph Flying Solo 
2001-02 Cleary, Beverly Ramona’s World 
2002-03 DiCamillo, Kate Because Of Winn-Dixie 
2003-04 Bruchac, Joseph Skeleton Man 
2004-05 Spinelli, Jerry Loser 
2005-06 DiCamillo, Kate Tale Of Despereaux 
2006-07 Clements, Andrew The Report Card 
2007-08 Martin, Ann M. A Dog’s Life: The Autobiography Of A Stray 
2008-09 DiCamillo, Kate The Miraculous Journey Of Edward Tulane 
2009-10 Clements, Andrew No Talking 
2010-11 Korman, Gordon Swindle 
2011-12 Korman, Gordon Zoobreak 
2012-13 Grisham, John Theodore Boone:  Kid Lawyer 
2013-14 LaFleur, Suzanne Eight Keys 
2014-15 Palacio, R. J. Wonder 
2015-16 Creech, Sharon The Boy On The Porch 
2016-17 Alexander, Kwame The Crossover 
2017-18 Brubaker Bradley, Kimberly The War That Saved My Life 
 



 
 

Arkansas Diamond Primary Book Award (K-3) 
Charlie May Simon Children’s Book Award (4-6) 

 
2018-2019 

 
The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), the Arkansas Reading Association (ARA) 
and the Arkansas State Library (ASL) are the primary sponsors of the annual selection 
process, in conjunction with the two separate reading committees.  There are overlapping 
functions by the three primary sponsors.  Book titles and administrative support for the 
selection process, is performed by ASL personnel.  The awards presentations covering the 
2018-2019 school year will take place at an undetermined date and location to be 
announced by the Arkansas Literacy Association.  Books for the 2018-2019 school year 
must have a 2016 copyright.  Electronic voting for the winners of the 2017-2018 school 
year began May 14, 2018 and ended May 18, 2018. 
 
These sixteen Arkansas Diamond Primary Book Award titles, for the 2018-2019 school 
year, represent the twenty-first consecutive year this program has been active.  The award 
and honor books will be selected by students (K-3) voting across Arkansas, in late April or 
early May 2019, with an ending date to be announced by the ADE.  Students will read, or 
have read to them, at least three books from the reading list to be eligible to vote in the 
spring.  Each student will vote for only one title. 
 
These sixteen Charlie May Simon Book Award reading selections, for the 2018-2019 
school year, represent the forty-ninth consecutive year this program has been in existence.  
The award and honor books will be selected by students (4-6) voting across Arkansas, in 
late April or early May 2019, with an exact ending date to be announced by the ADE.  
Students will read, or have read to them, at least three books from the reading list to be 
eligible to vote in the spring.  Each student will vote for only one title. 
 
For further information on these reading lists, you may contact the following 
representatives: 
 
Cassandra Barnett, ADE Program Adviser for School Libraries 
Email cassandra.barnett@arkansas.gov 
 
Susan Peterson, ARA Executive Secretary 
Email susan@arareading.org 
 
Cathy Howser, ASL, Coordinator of Children’s and Institutional Programs 
Email cathy@library.arkansas.gov 
 
 



The first Charlie May Simon overview prepared for presentation at the 
first workshop given at all fifteen Arkansas Educational Cooperatives.

The first Arkansas Diamond Primary Award Books overview prepared for presentation at the 
first workshop given at all fifteen Arkansas Educational Cooperatives.



Over 50,000 Arkansas Students 
Grades K-6 Voted For Their 

Favorite Book In The 
2017-2018 School Year! 

Please Join The Group In 
2018-2019


