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Routines and Activities in Word Study 
for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling 

Instruction 
 

Donald Bear      
drbear@iastate.edu 

Principles of Sorting and Routines for Word 
Study 

Explore schedules and activities to implement word study in the 
classroom. Routines for teacher-guided small group, and 
independent learning are introduced.  Spelling routines are 
considered as part of word study. Examine sorts and activities at 
each developmental stage. Concept sorts and other practices to 
teach vocabulary are introduced. Instructional practices with 
English learners are integrated throughout. Core standards are 
addressed particularly in the areas of foundational skills, reading, 
writing, and language. 
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Iowa State University  
drbear@iastate.edu Ah Xian   

Google Image 

Topics of Interest  
1.  Literacy Development:  The Synchrony among 

Reading, Writing and Spelling 
2.  Assessment for Word Study 
3.  Lesson Plan Format 
4.  Routines 
5.  Essential Work:  Extensions, Sorts, Game 

Choices, Unpacking Sorts  
6.  How Do You Know When to Go to Next Sort 
7.  Recoconceptualizing Spelling Instruction 

CCSS 
 

College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards for Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

3.  Apply knowledge of language to understand 
how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more 
fully when reading or listening. 
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Conventions of Standard English 
4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 
clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate. 

5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

6.  Acquire and use accurately a range of general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when encountering an unknown term important to 
comprehension or expression. 

Core Standards and Word Study 
•  Foundational skills follow a developmental sequence. Students must 

“know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.” There is a call for explicit instruction. 

•  The standards emphasize use and skillfulness.  
•  Vocabulary demands are greater today as students must read more 

complex literary and informational texts.  
•  Vocabulary is closely linked to concept development and content-

specific vocabulary.  
•  Vocabulary is embedded in phrases. 
•  Mythology and biblical allusions are important in literature. 
•  There’s a greater emphasis on oral and written communication, 

collaboration, presentation. 
•  Students need to problem solve when the materials and concepts are 

difficult. 

 

 
Word study  = 

 phonics +  spelling +  
 vocabulary instruction 

What is word study? Why word study? 
•  Becoming literate depends on the fast, 

accurate recognition of words in texts, and 
fast accurate production of words in writing 
so that readers can focus their attention on 
making meaning.   

 

•  Word study explicitly teaches students with 
hands-on activities the vital skills necessary 
to excel at word recognition, spelling and 
vocabulary.  

 Scope and Sequence of  
        Word Study Instruction 

Alphabet      Pattern   Meaning 
     

Phonology          Orthography         Morphology 
     1. Beginning consonants 

2. Ending consonants 
3. Short vowels 
4. Consonant digraphs 
5. Consonant blends 
6. Preconsonantal 

Nasals 

7.  CVCe 
8.  Other common long 

vowel patterns 
9.  Less common long 

vowel patterns 
10.  Consonant Influenced 

vowels (r,l,w) 
11.  Complex consonant 

clusters 
12.  Diphthongs & other 

ambiguous vowels 
13.  Inflectional endings: 

plural and past tense 
14.  Open & closed syllable 

patterns 
15.  Vowel patterns in 

accented syllables 
16.  Unaccented syllables 

17.  Common prefixes 
18.  Common suffixes 
19.  Sounded-silent spelling/

meaning connections 
20.  Consonant alternations 

in derivationally related 
pairs 

21.  Greek roots 
22.  Latin stems 
23.  Predictable changes in 

derivationally related 
words 

24.  Advanced suffixes 
25.  Absorbed or assimilated 

prefixes 

Emergent 
Pre-K to middle of 1st 
Emergent 

 Beginning 
K to middle of 2nd 

  Letter Name - Alphabetic 
Transitional 
Within Word Pattern 

Grade 1 to middle of 4th 

Syllables & Affixes 
Intermediate  

Grades 3 to 8 

Advanced 
Grades 5 to 12 
Derivational Relations 

Reading Stages 
Grade Range 
Spelling Stages 

Synchrony of Literacy Development 
            Alphabet            Pattern              Meaning 
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4 65 7 8      serving 

 opposition 
civilize 

  confident 
 fortunate 

   pleasure 

   ripen 

  cattle 

   carries 

16/25

Feature Analysis

… and form groups for classroom 
instruction STUDENTS 

 
1.  Have a word study or 

vocabulary notebook 
 

A Place to Write  
 
 

• Word Sorts 
• Word Hunts 
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     2.  Hunt for related words. 
  
     3.  Record related words in their 
          notebooks.   

STUDENTS 
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Return	to	Text	(le-er/word/
pa-ern	hunts)	



Bear	2015	

6	

  
 

Word Study Lesson 
Plan Format 

and  Organization 
 
  

Word Study Lesson Plan Format 
demonstrate  introduce sort, use key  

   words or pictures 

 
sort & check  individually or with a  partner 
 

reflect   declare, compare, & contrast 

extend   activities to complete at  
   seats, in centers, or at home: 
   sorts, games, cut and paste, 
   expand word study notebook, 
   make word charts 
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Concept of Word in Print
“The Miracle of Reading”

Developing COW
Rudimentary COW

Full COW

Aquel caracol,
que va por el sol
en cada ramita
lleva una flor.    Traditional

That little snail
It’s heading towards the sun

On each branch
It carries a flower.

Word Study with 
Emergent Spellers 
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Personal Readers: 
Creating Materials and Activities 

to Guide and Support Reading and 
Word Study Instruction of 
Beginning and Transitional 

Readers 
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Circle – Seat – Center Morning Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole 
Class  
Review of 
Schedule & 
Activities 

9:00 - 9:25 9:25 - 9:30 9:30 – 9:55 9:55 – 10:00 10:00 - 10:25   
 
 
 

Evaluation 
and Break 

 
 
 
 
 

Whole 
Class  

Activities 
 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
and Break 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
and Break 

Group  
1 
 

 
Circle 

 
Seat 

 
Center 

Group  
2 

 
Center 

  
Circle 

 
Seat 

Group  
3 

 
Seat 

 
Center 

 

 
Circle 

Reading Group Rotations 
 

Red    Blue       Green      Orange 

  1st rotation  Center   Creation Seat           Table 
 

  2nd rotation  Table     Seat       Creation       Center 
 
  3rd rotation  Creation   Table  Center       Seat  
 
  4th rotation  Seat    Center      Table        Creation 
 
Centers -  Math, Library Corner, Art, Listening, Blocks 
 
Creation -  Painting easel, playdough, large chalkboard,  

   story retelling 

Did you finish your work?

Did you do the best you could?

3 Questions to Ask Students between 
Rotations in Circle-Seat-Center and to 
Encourage Student-centered Learning

What did you do when you were through?
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Kiernan	Venner’s	First	Grade	Schedule	
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Shuffled 
Stack of 
Words 

 Sort by Pattern 

CVC CVVC CVCe CVV 

Writing Sort 

made   say    train 

   

Writing Sort 

made   say    train 

        paint 
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Writing Sort 

made   say    train 

  cave    way    paint 
 
  rage    stray    mail 

 
  rate    sway   faint 

 
  cage    spray   jail 

•  Results 
•  Timer 

Review the words with a game! 
  

BASIC TYPES OF SORTS 
Concept sort    
Guess my category 
Picture sorts   
Partner sound sorts 
Word sorts  
Word hunts 
Closed sorts 
Writing sorts 
Open sorts  
Speed sorts 
Collecting word bank words   
Studying interesting words 
Word study notebooks  

Spelling	Instruction	
s  Spelling	is	a	part	of	literacy	instruction.	
s  Spelling	is	designed	to	teach	students	about	
phonics,	vocabulary,	and	morphology.	

s  Students	learn	more	about	reading	from	
spelling	than	they	do	about	spelling	from	
reading.	

s  Reconceptualize	the	role	of	spelling	
instruction.	
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“The	Words	Look	Too	Easy”	

s Students	should	spell	between	40-	
50%	of	the	words	correctly.	

s Look	for	90%	accuracy	in	spelling.	
s Students	are	able	to	explain	why	
they	sorted	the	way	they	did.	Once	
a	week,	students	write	a	reflection	
about	their	sorts.	

“The	Words	Look	Too	Easy”	

s Look	for	generalizability.	
Incorporate	transfer	to	writing	in	
grading.	

s Have	students	sort	words	at	home	
with	parents:	refrigerator	sorts,	
easy	games.	

General	Daily	Literacy	Block	Schedule	
Flores,	2nd	Grade	

10:30	–	11:15	ish	-	Guided	Reading	Group	
11:15ish	–	12:00	-		Seatwork	&	Centers	
Students	who	are	not	at	a	guided	reading	group	
work	on	their	seatwork	and	then	move	on	to	
work	on	a	center.	Students	who	ARE	at	a	
guided	reading	group,	do	the	same	thing	
when	they	are	done	at	their	guided	reading	
group.	

	

Seatwork	and	Center	Weekly	RouMnes	
Flores,	2nd	Grade	

	Each	student	completes	one	center	a	day.	Types	of	centers	
include:	

*Pocket	Chart	(Varies:	Can	be	sorUng,	sight	word	sentences,	
poems,	contracUons,	homophones,	synonyms	and	
antonyms,	etc.)	

*ABC	Order	
*Listening	
*LeYer	WriUng	
*Word	Study	Games	
*Free	Choice:	Computer	Work,	Stamps,	Computer	Work	
(using	Microso\	Word)	

		
		
	

Seatwork	and	Center	Weekly	RouMnes	
Flores,	2nd	Grade	

	•  Monday	-	Teacher	introduces	the	sort	to	the	
small	group.	

•  Tuesday	-	Students	cut	up	sorts	they	received	
during	small	word	study	group	on	Monday.	
They	put	iniUals	on	the	back,	and	sort	at	least	
two	Umes.	When	finished,	they	move	to	
Center	work.		

	

Seatwork	and	Center	Weekly	RouMnes	
Flores,	2nd	Grade	

	
•  Wednesday	-	Students	get	out	sorts	and	
pracUce	sorUng	5	Umes.	They	need	to	have	a	
peer	“check	it	over”	at	least	once.	They	also	
write	headings	in	their	word	study	notebook	
to	get	ready	for	wriUng	their	sort	on	Thursday.	
When	finished,	they	move	to	Center	work.	

•  Thursday	-	Students	get	out	their	sort,	sort	a	
few	Umes,	and	then	write	the	words	in	their	
word	study	notebooks.	
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Seatwork	and	Center	Weekly	RouMnes	
Flores,	2nd	Grade	

	

•  Friday	-	Students	get	our	their	sorts,	sort	a	
few	Umes,	and	then	glue	the	sorts	in	their	
word	study	notebooks.		

	

Ms. Woessner   2nd grade

Day 1  Teaches Poem,  Models Sort

Day 2 Guided Sort

Day 3 Games, Writing Activities

Day 4 Assessment (sort to dictation)

Common long vowel patterns 
r- and  l-influenced vowels 
Three-letter consonant blends 
Complex consonants:  
     Final sound of /k/ 
     Final /ch/: ch  tch 
     /j/: dge   Vge 
Common spelling for diphthongs 

  /ow/, /oi/ 
Compound words 
Homophones:  
     sail/sale    beat/beet 

Hints on Pronunciation for Foreigners 

I take it you already know  
Of tough and bough and cough and dough? 
Others may stumble but not you, 
On hiccough, thorough, laugh, and through. 
Well done!  And now you wish, perhaps, 
To learn of less familiar traps? 
 

a 
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 And then there's dose and rose and lose- 
Just look them up -  and goose and choose, 
And cork and work and card and ward, 
And font and front and word and sword, 
And do and go and thwart and cart- 
Come, come, I've hardly made a start! 
A dreadful language? Man alive. 
I'd mastered it when I was five. 
T. S. W. 
(only initials of writer known) 
 
From a letter published in the London Sunday Times, 

January 3, 1965, and included in Chomsky, C. (1970). Reading, writing 
and phonology. Harvard Educational Review, 40, 287-309. 

       c 

Ms. Roberts   4th  grade

Day 1  Introduces Sort,  Models Sort

Day 2 Buddy Sort

Day 3 Games, Speed Sorts

Day 4 Reflection, Share Out 
Assessment



Bear	2015	

20	

Ms. Roberts   4th  grade

Students move from 
the Pattern Layer to 
the Meaning Layer 

Morphology - 
    the structure of words 

v Inflected morphology  
 -ed, -ing, -ies, -y 
 

v Derivational morphology 
  roots 
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Morphology - 
    the structure of words 

v Inflected morphology  
 -ed, -ing, -ies, -y 
 

v Derivational morphology 
  roots 

 
 



Bear	2015	

22	



Bear	2015	

23	

BruskoYer’s	5th	Grade	Weekly	
Word	Study	Schedule	

Bruskotter 
5th grade 

Word	Study	ExpectaMons	
Brusko-er	5th	grade	

	
1.  Pay	AYenUon:	Look,	listen,	&	follow	direcUons	the	

first	Ume.	
2.  Be	responsible	for	materials.	
3.  Use	neat,	legible	handwriUng.	
4.  Spell	sort	words	correctly.	
5.  Ask	your	group	members	for	help.	
6.  Offer	help	to	your	group	members.	
7.  Everyone	parUcipates!	
8.  Use	quiet	voices.	
9.  Think!		Explain	your	thinking.	

BruskoYer	5th	Grade	
Whole	Class	Affix		
Smartboard	Sort	

	
		
	

A	FEW	LN,	WWP,	S&A	
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General Academic  
& 

Domain Specific   
Vocabulary 

 

General Academic Vocabulary  
 

analysis  
approach 
area 
assessment 
assume  
authority 
available  
benefit 
concept 
consistent 
constitutional 
context 
contract 
create 
environment  
 

data 
definition 
derived 
distribution 
economic 
established 
estimate 
evidence  
export  
factors 
financial 
formula 
function 
identified  
income 

indicate  
individual 
interpretation 
involved 
issues 
labor 
legal 
legislation 
major  
method 
occur 
percent 
period 
policy 
principle 
 

procedure 
process 
required 
research 
response 
role 
section 
sector 
significant 
similar 
source 
specific 
structure 
theory 
variables 
 

Sublist	1	of	the	Academic	Word	List	(Coxhead,	2000)	
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COCA Results 
from  www.norbertschmitt.co.uk 

 
 
 

Take Successive 
 

•  each successive  
•  successive generations 
•  successive governments 
•  successive administrations 
•  successive waves 
•  successive layers 
•  successive stages 

An Academic Formulas List        (1-24) 
Simpson-Vlach & Ellis (AL, 2010) 
from  www.norbertschmitt.co.uk 

 •  in terms of 
•  at the same time 
•  from the point of view 
•  in order to 
•  as well as 
•  part of the 
•  the fact that 
•  in other words 
•  the point of view of 
•  there is a 
•  as a result of 
•  this is a 

•  on the basis of 
•  a number of 
•  there is no 
•  point of view 
•  the number of 
•  the extent to which 
•   as a result 
•  in the case of 
•  whether or not 
•  the same time 
•  with respect to 
•  point of view of 

An Academic Formulas List 
 Written 176-199   

from  www.norbertschmitt.co.uk 
 • even though the 

• this does not 
• was based on 
• the nature of the 
• in the course of 
• degree to which 
• be argued that 
• in terms of a 
• for this reason 
• are based on 
• in a number of 
• two types of 

• the total number 
• is more likely 
• which can be 
• are able to 
• be considered as 
• be used to 
• b and c 
• depend on the 
• is that it is 
• is affected by  (AWL) 
• should also be 
• if they are 

Generative Vocabulary Study 
General Academic Word Families 

analyze 
  analyzed 
  analyzer 
  analyzers 
  analyzing 
  analysis 
  analyst 
  analysis 
  analysts 
  analytic 
  analytical 
  analytically 
  analyses 
 

significant 
  insignificant 
  insignificantly 
  sign 
  signal 
  significance 
  signified 
  signifies 
  signify 
  signifying 
 
 
 
 

vary 
  invariable 
  invariably 
  variability 
  variable 
  variables 
  variably 
  variance 
  variant 
  variants 
  variation 
  varied 
  varies 
  varying 
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Domain-Specific 
Vocabulary 

 

Mathematics 

centimeter   octagon 
decimal    perimeter 
fraction    subtract 
diagonal   polygon 
geometry   hexagon 
 

Social Studies 

democracy     emigration/immigration 
dictator      revolt/revolution 
congress     segregate/integrate 
expedition     ecology 

Science 

biology      anthropology    
zoology      optical 
geothermal     metamorphosis 
genetics     vertebrate/invertebrate 
 

Spanish Cognates 
tecnología    dictar 
técnico     dictado 
tecnológico    dictador 
    aerosol 
    aeropuerto 
    aeromodelo 

 
10,000 – 15,000 English/Spanish Cognates 
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Morphology !!! 
 

The study of the structure and 
form of words, including 
inflection, derivation, and the 
formation of compounds  

 
 

 

Inflected Morphology 
 affixes 

 
Derivational Morphology 

roots 

General Academic Vocabulary and 
Morphology 

•  Morphological knowledge is related to word 
knowledge and reading comprehension.  

 (Carlisle, 2007; Nagy, Berninger, & Abbott, 2006, Nagy, 2007).  

•  Morphological knowledge of academic words may be 
particularly important for academic achievement, 
given: 
–  the morphological complexity of many academic words 

(Corson, 1997) 

–  the Greek or Latin origins of 82% of the words in the 
Academic Word List (Coxhead, 2000) 

“When you learn one word,  
you learn ten.” 

    courage 
    courageous  
    courageously 
       encourage 
     discourage 
     discouragingly 
    etc.  … 

Ways to Study  
Morphology and Vocabulary 

  
  
 

• Take Apart 
– Delete Suffixes and Prefixes   
– Add Syllables 

• Think of Related Words 
• Make Meaning Connections 
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Bruskotter 
5th grade 

Word	Study	ExpectaMons	
Brusko-er	5th	grade	

	1.  Pay	AYenUon:	Look,	listen,	&	follow	direcUons	the	
first	Ume.	

2.  Be	responsible	for	materials.	
3.  Use	neat,	legible	handwriUng.	
4.  Spell	sort	words	correctly.	
5.  Ask	your	group	members	for	help.	
6.  Offer	help	to	your	group	members.	
7.  Everyone	parUcipates!	
8.  Use	quiet	voices.	
9.  Think!		Explain	your	thinking.	

BruskoYer	5th	Grade	
Whole	Class	Affix		
Smartboard	Sort	

	
		
	

A	FEW	LN,	WWP,	S&A	

Schedule for 6th Grade Integrated Unit on Nature 

         Day 
1 

   9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WC bibliographies        WC       SGW* contracts 
Group 2       WC       WC       SGW 
Group 3       WC       WC       SGW 

        Day 
2 

   9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       IS       WC       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       IS       WC       SGW* contracts 
Group 3       IS       WC       SGW literature circles 

        Day 
3 

   9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10     10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WC       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       WC       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 3       WC       IS       SGW*contracts 

        Day 
4 

   9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WS*       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       IS       WS*       SGW literature circles 
Group 3       SGW literature 

circles I 
      IS       WS* 

        Day 
5 

   9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       GRTA*       IS       IS  
Group 2       IS       GRTA*       IS  
Group 3       IS       IS       GRTA* 

Key: 
WC   Whole Class    IS   Independent Study 
WS   Word Study               SGW   Small Group Work 
GRTA   Guided Reading-Thinking Activity  *   Meeting with Teacher 
Independent study includes:  written responses, DEDs (dual entry diaries), word study and vocabulary work, writing process activities, independent reading, and project research. 
  
Small group work includes: literature circles, partner reading, preparing a student-directed GR-TA.   
Note: Students were in writing workshop three days a week and project groups two days a week.  Projects included studies of volcanoes, inventions, and balloon flight.  See Bear, D. & Lohman, D.  (1988).  The Twenty-one Balloons in the sixth grade classroom. In Focus on Collaborative Learning, National Council of Teachers of English, 151-157.   
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Pre-Revolutionary War 
 

 Concept Sort 
 

5th grade 
	Closed Sort Categories: 

    British        Americans   

Pre-Revolutionary War Concept Sort 
	

British 
  
Americans 
  
prime minister 
  
13 colonies 
  
King George III 
  
for taxation 
  
Britain 
 
Virginia 

ruled by king 
  
no taxes without 

representation 
  
elected officials 
  
self-government 
  
against revolution 
 
loyalists 
  
against taxation 
  
America 
 

Pre-Revolutionary War Concept Sort 
	

British 
ruled by king 
Parliament 
prime minister 
against revolution 
King George III 
for taxation 
Britain 
Monarchy 
loyalists  ? 
 
 
 
 
 

Americans 
governed by king 
no representation 
13 colonies 
no taxes without 

representation 
 Patrick Henry 
“Join or die” 
against being ruled by king 
elected officials 
self-government 
Virginia 
against taxation 
America 
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“Power Maps” 
(Templeton et al., 2010; Flanigan, Hayes et al., in 

press) 

The Power 1 level is vocabulary related 
to the “main” or “big idea” level 

Power 2 level is vocabulary related to 
subtopics 

Power 3 level is vocabulary that 
represents supporting details or 
examples. 

© 2010 Templeton, Bear, Invernizzi, & Johnston.  
Vocabulary Their Way. Pearson/Allyn & Bacon. 
 

Power Map: 
U.S. History 

© 2010 Templeton, Bear, Invernizzi, & Johnston. Vocabulary Their Way. Pearson/Allyn & Bacon. 
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CCSS 
Core Standards and Word Study 

Mythology and biblical allusions are 
important in literature. 

 

Biblical Allusions 
“Be fruitful and multiply” Genesis 1:22-23 
“Tree of knowledge” Genesis 2:9, 16-17 
“Adam’s rib” Genesis 2:18 
“Ashes to ashes, dust to dust” Genesis 3:17-19 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Genesis 4:9-10 
“Mark of Cain” Genesis 4”15-16 
“Methuselah” Genesis 5:25-27 
“Noah’s Ark” Genesis 6:13-16 
“Forty days and forty nights” Genesis 7:4 
“Babel” Genesis 11:8-9 
 
 

Allusions and Vocabulary 
from Mythology Atlas 
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Chronus – the god of time 
chronology  chronic 

Nemesis – goddess 
of retribution for 
hubris 

Tantalus was tantalized. 

Stole ambrosia and sacrificed  
his son. Punished by standing  
in a pool of water underneath  
a fruit tree with receding water 
and branches with fruit just  
out of his reach. When he  
reached for the fruit the  
branches moved beyond reach. 

iris  
nectar  
cosmetics  
chaos  
solar 
geography  
oceanic  
titanic  
romance  
geometry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

helicopter 
nocturnal  
psychology  
phobia  
terrain 
amnesia  
tantalize  
hygiene  
mercury  
marathon 

Common Words from Mythology 
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Directions to Enter Interesting Words in 
Vocabulary Notebooks 

1.  Collect an interesting word. 
2.  Record the sentence.   

3.  Look at word parts and think about their 
meaning.   

4.  Record  possible related words. 

5.  Take notes from a dictionary and word 
study books. 

orthography 

 ortho     graph   y   

 orthodox     graph 

 orthodontist    graphic 

 orthopedic    

          straight      +   writing   +  y 

"a method of representing the sounds of a language by 
letters; spelling"[from The American Heritage College 
Dictionary (1993), p. 965.] 

Word Study Resources for 
Interesting Word Vocabulary 

Activity  
Hoad 
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Ayto 

A Few Favorite Websites 

www.onelook.com 
www.etymonline.com 
www.myetymology.com 
www.visuwords.com 
www.visualthesaurus.com 

1. syn 
2. syn-aps 
3. syn-aud-con 
4. syn aps 
5. syn aud con 
6. syn cookies 
7. syn flood 
8. synac 
9. synacme 
10. synacmy 
11. synacort 
12. synactic 
13. synadelphus 
14. synadena 
15. synaecious 
16. synaereses 
17. synaeresis 
18. 
synaeresis or syneresis 
19. synaesthesia 
20. synaesthesias 
21. synaesthesis 
22. synaesthete 
23. synaesthetic 
24. synaetion 
25. synagis™ 

26. synagog 
27. synagoga 
28. synagogal 
29. synagogical 
30. synagogs 
31. synagogue 
32. 
synagogue the great 
33. synagogue united 
34. synagogues 
35. synagris 
36. synagrops 
37. synagrops bellus 
38. synakowski 
39. synalar 
40. synalbumin 
41. synalepha 
42. synalephas 
43. synalgia 
44. synalgic 
45. synalgos 
46. synallagmatic 
47. 
synallagmatic contract 
48. synallaxine 
49. synaloepha 
50. 
synaloepha or 
synalepha 

51. synaloephas 
52. synamap 
53. synan 
54. synanamorph 
55. synanastomosis 
56. synanceja 
57. 
synanceja verrucosa 
58. synandrium 
59. synandrogenic 
60. synangia 
61. synangial 
62. synangium 
63. synanon healing 
64. 
synanthedon 
myopaeformis 
65. 
synanthedon 
tipuliformis 
66. synanthem 
67. synantherous 
68. synanthesis 
69. synanthous 
70. synanthrin 
71. synanthrose 
72. synanthy 
73. synap 
74. synaphea 
75. synaphoceptors 

76. synaphymenitis 
77. synapomorphy 
78. synaposematism 
79. synapse 
80. synapse - nerve 
81. synapse nerve 
82. synapsed 
83. synapses 
84. synapsid 
85. synapsid reptile 
86. synapsida 
87. synapsids 
88. synapsin i 
89. synapsing 
90. synapsins 
91. synapsis 
92. synapta 
93. synaptase 
94. synapte 
95. synaptene 
96. synaptic 
97. synaptic antenna 
98. synaptic bouton 
99. synaptic boutons 
100. synaptic cleft 

onelook.com 
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Schedule for 6th Grade Integrated Unit on Nature 

 

        Day 1    9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WC bibliographies        WC       SGW* contracts 
Group 2       WC       WC       SGW 
Group 3       WC       WC       SGW 

        Day 2    9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       IS       WC       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       IS       WC       SGW* contracts 
Group 3       IS       WC       SGW literature circles 

        Day 3    9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10     10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WC       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       WC       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 3       WC       IS       SGW*contracts 

        Day 4    9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       WS*       IS       SGW literature circles 
Group 2       IS       WS*       SGW literature circles 
Group 3       SGW literature circles 

I 
      IS       WS* 

        Day 5    9:15 – 9:40    9:45 – 10:10    10:15 – 10:40 

Group 1       GRTA*       IS       IS  
Group 2       IS       GRTA*       IS  
Group 3       IS       IS       GRTA* 

Key: 
WC   Whole Class    IS   Independent Study 
WS   Word Study               SGW   Small Group Work 
GRTA   Guided Reading-Thinking Activity  *   Meeting with Teacher 
Independent study includes:  written responses, DEDs (dual entry diaries), word study and vocabulary work, writing process activities, independent reading, and project research. 
  
Small group work includes: literature circles, partner reading, preparing a student-directed GR-TA.   
Note: Students were in writing workshop three days a week and project groups two days a week.  Projects included studies of volcanoes, inventions, and balloon flight.  See Bear, D. & Lohman, D.  (1988).  The Twenty-one Balloons in the sixth grade classroom. In Focus on Collaborative Learning, National Council of Teachers of English, 151-157.   
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1.  Word	study	is	enjoyable	and	thoughgul.	
2.  Word	study	encourages	vocabulary	

development.	
3.  Etymological	study	deepens	thinking.	
4.  Word	study	is	generaUve;	learn	one	word,	

learn	ten.	
5.  Vocabulary,	morphology,	spelling,	and	

grammar	instrucUon	intertwine.	
6.  Academic	vocabulary	can	be	taught	in	a	

variety	of	contexts	and	in	phrases.	
	

Did	you	see	the	following	today?	
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