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Why this matters… 
 Majority of Classroom Teachers and Art Teachers use Art 

Integration to teach multiple subjects.  
 Most common subject =  Literacy 
 93% Classroom Teachers teach LA using Art Integration 
 77% Art Teachers teach LA using Art Integration 
  

Probed on WHY?   
• 85% say most compelling reason use art to build literacy skills 

= closes the achievement gap for high risk students 
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Craft and Structure  
• Naming authors and illustrators and defining 

roles of each in presenting ideas. 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
• Describing the relationship between 

illustrations and the text (what person, place, 
thing, or idea an illustration depicts). 

• Using illustrations to describe a story’s 
characters, setting, and events. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Text Types and Purposes  
• Using a combination of drawing and 

writing to compose opinion pieces, 
informative, explanatory texts . 
 

• Using a combination of drawing and 
writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about 
the events in the order in which they 
occurred, and provide a reaction to what 
happened. 
 

 



Comprehension and Collaboration  
• Engaging effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one & groups) with diverse 
partners building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own. 

• Paraphrasing information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
• Adding drawings or other visual displays to 

stories or recounts of experiences to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

• Determining or clarifying the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases using a range of strategies, including 
using visual clues as context for word  
meaning. 

•  Understanding figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Knowledge of Language  

• Varying patterns for meaning and style. 
• Maintaining consistency in style and tone. 

 

 



• Creating:  
– Generate and conceptualize new artistic ideas and work.  
– Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
– Refine and complete artistic work. 

• Presenting: 
– Analyze, interpret and select artistic work for presentation. 
– Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation 
– Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

• Responding: 
– Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
– Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
– Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.  

• Connecting: 
– Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historic context to deepen 

understanding. 
– Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 

 

New Core Arts Standards Strands  



 
 
 
 

Language Arts 
College and Career Readiness Standards   

Creating 
 

 
 

Writing 
Generate and conceptualize new ideas and work. Organize, develop, refine & complete 

Responding 
 

 

Relate ideas with societal, cultural & historical context to deepen understanding. 
Synthesize & relate knowledge with personal experiences to make meaning.   

 
Speaking                 

& 
Listening 

Presenting 

Perceive and analyze work. Interpret intent and meaning. Apply criteria to evaluate 
work.    

 
Connecting 

 

Analyze, interpret and select  work for presentation. Develop & refine techniques  
& work for presentation. Convey meaning through presentation.  

 
Reading 

 Language 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustrators’ Convey Meaning 

Art 
Elements 

Line 
Color 

Texture 
Shape 
Form 

 

 
 

Principles of Design 
Balance 

Emphasis 
Movement 

Rhythm—Repetition—
Pattern 

Proportion 
Unity—Harmony 
Variety—Contrast  

 



Line 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Author   

Font 
Lines can be BOLD, wispy, interconnected, Playful, express emotions, direct eyes    

Shape-Form 
 

Colorful 
Commentary   
Adjectives & 

Adverbs 

Color 

 
Unity-Harmony 
Variety- 
Contrast 

 

Radiate energy/excitement. Calm/Soothe. WARN. Paint mental picture. Set tone.     

 Power-
Personality-

Relationships 

 Setting, 
Characters, 

Plot 

Parallels Between Artists’ and Authors’ Tools Used  to Convey Meaning  

Illustrator 

Patterns-Repetition 
Movement 
 

 Rhythm, 
Rhyme, 

Alliteration 

Find the focal point, emphasis. How do proportions infer relationships? 

Balance-Emphasis 
Proportion 

 “What“ and “How “ composition is created. Use of space and objects  for setting, characters, etc.  

    

Role of patterns, repetition in visuals & text to establish priorities & tone.     

How does unity-harmony-variety or implied associations help compare/contrast?   Simile-
Metaphor 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look Again: Visual Thinking & Inquiry Strategies  
• Extracting insights from an illustration 
• Each table = One book illustration. Read visual clues. Interpret 

how the art coveys meaning. Use what you see for story insights. Discuss artist’s 
intentions: how and what was created.  

• Questions:  
– 1. What  do you see?  
– 2. What do you think it means?  
– 3. What evidence can you find in the illustration to support that?  
– 4. What else do you see? 

 



 Illustrators Communication Tools—Reading Images 

WHAT DO YOU SEE? WHAT DO YOU THINK IT MEANS? WHAT 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THAT? WHAT ELSE DO YOU SEE? 
• Composition  
• Colors 
• Lines 
• Movement 
• Focal Point-Emphasis-Balance-Proportion-Size-Shape 
• Patterns-Repetition  
• Unity-Harmony-Variety-Contrast 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madeline 
What did your group see? How did the illustrator use visual 
communication tools to convey meaning?  
• Rhythm-Repetition-Patterns (in simple line sketches) 
• Balance-Parallel structure (in rows of beds, girls actions) 
• Contrast (cover shows Madeline vs. uniformity and colors in illustrations when 

she is  missing)  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lon PoPo 
• What clues do the illustrations provide about the plot and characters in 

this Chinese folktale? 
• How do these art elements/principles of design convey meaning? 

– Color (fiery cover illustration vs. deceptive calm colored cloak disguising the wolf) 
– Balance-Emphasis-Proportion (children’s faces vs. wolf’s face) 
– Space (negative space communicates via eyes) 
– Variety-Contrast (faces of wolf vs. children) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Llama Llama Red Pajama 
 

• What clues do the illustrations provide about the story? 
• How are lines used to show motion & emotion? (slight turn of eyebrow, stump) 
• Colors? (agitated llama’s red pajamas contrast the soothing blue scene) 
• What ways does Dewdney use rhythm-repetition-pattern? (text and quilt) 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strega Nona 
• What do you see? What do you think it means? What evidence 

supports that? What else do you see? 
• What do the illustrations indicate about the dominate character’s personality 

from the illustration? Characters’ relationships? 
• How are simple lines used to express facial expressions?  
• How do the colors and shapes set a tone? (warmth and softness) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hands On Creative Experience  
 • OBSERVE  how illustration conveys meaning.  

 Explore use of art elements/principles of design.  
 Infer what’s happening. Imagine “what’s next?” 

 

• CREATE a visual extension of story. Your own scene. 
 Use consistent style.  Convey your intended meaning. 

 

• SHARE your work with table mates.  
 “What’s next?” How does your visual tell the story. 
 Address the language arts  and visual art standards. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears 
• What do you see? What do you think it means? What evidence supports 

that? What else do you see? 
• What clues do the illustrations provide about characters, plot & setting?  
• How do the art elements/principles of design convey meaning? 

– Proportion-size of  Mosquito cover. Compare monkey’s hands larger squeezing owlet.  
– Texture- jagged edges monkey fur.  
– Space-eyes who looking away or focusing. 
– Patterns-trees, hat, nest, lion’s mane.  



Art Techniques 

Striking 
Night Images 

 
Watercolor 

Resist 

                         
Tip: Put a 
drop of 

water on 
each color 

first 

                         
Tip: Either 
draw then 
brush with 

water OR dip 
in water, 

then draw 



 
 

SHARE your work with table mates.  
 

 “What’s next…” How does your visual tell your version of the story? 
 

How did you use art elements/Principles of Design to convey 
meaning? 

 

What language arts  and visual art standards did this work address? 
 



Thank You 

www.crayola.com 
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